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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

LGOOD 

-FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

- R U I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

^-ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

L' 

I 
This is a s m a l l t w o - s t o r y schoolhouse bu i ld ing of sandstone and wooden 
f r a m e cons t ruc t ion . The n a r r o w f r o n t of the bu i ld ing faces southwest 
on Super ior Road. The lower s t o ry is const ructed of sandstone ashlar 
m a s o n r y . The windows are rec tangu la r w i th sandstone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 
The entrance steps are slabs of sandstone. The second s to ry of 
f r a m e cons t ruc t ion was added t h i r t y - t h r e e years la te r than the f i r s t 
s t o r y . Its e x t e r i o r sheathing is n a r r o w wooden lap s id ing . On the 
r o o f is a s m a l l square b e l f r y w i t h a p y r a m i d a l roo f . The o r i g i n a l 
r o o f was s late , but new r o o f i n g was put on in 1976. To the rea r 
of the bu i ld ing is a s m a l l (15 fee t by 15 feet) r o o m of the same stone 
cons t ruc t ion as the l ower s t o r y . The i n t e r i o r consists of one large 
r o o m on each f l o o r . The w a l l s and ce i l ings are p l a s t e red . The 
woodwork is v e r y p l a i n l y f i n i s h e d . The bu i ld ing is being used f o r 
storage by the Ci ty of Cleveland Heights . The windows are boarded up. 

î 
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i?1900-
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^^-ARCHITECTURE 
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—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

2LEDUCATI0N 

—ENGINEERING 
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—INDUSTRY 
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CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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—LAW 
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—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1882; 1915 BUILDCn/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

.1 

1 

fl 

This is a r a r e example of a nineteenth century r u r a l schoolhouse, 
of v e r y substant ia l cons t ruc t ion , s u r v i v i n g i n a m e t r o p o l i t a n area . 

The school was b u i l t as the D i s t r i c t 9 school of East Cleveland 
Township in 1882. I t was the t h i r d school bu i ld ing on the s i te , rep lac ing 
an e a r l i e r b r i c k b u i l d i n g . The minu tes of the B o a r d of Educat ion i n 
1853 stated that a s t i l l o lder b u i l d i n g was "an Old House of l i t t l e 
va lue . Mus t be r e b u i l t . " The f r a m e second s to ry of the ex is t ing 
bu i ld ing was added i n 1915. Cleveland Heights became an independent 
m u n i c i p a l i t y in 1901. The Super ior School was used f o r r egu la r 
classes u n t i l 1925. I t stood vacant f o r years , the^i i n the late 
1940s and 1950s i t was used f o r classes f o r s l o w - i r n i n g c h i l d r e n . 
A t present i t is used as a s torage b u i l d i n g by t h ' . i t y of Cleveland 
He igh t s . 

Because the f i r s t p o r t i o n of the bu i l d ing •was unuf= 'L-.lly s o l i d i n 
cons t ruc t ion ; the add i t ion shows the adaptation of the bu i ld ing to 
the inc reas ing needs of the commun i ty ; and the s u r v i v a l of the 
bu i ld ing i n a l a rge m e t r o p o l i t a n area is unusual , the D i s t r i c t 9 
School is a s i g n i f i c a n t l o c a l h i s t o r i c place. 
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There are perhaps a half dozen 19th century schools in the Cleveland 
me t ropo l i t an area whose i n t e g r i t y has been a l te red by conversion to 
res iden t ia l or other uses. There are f ive schools of some in tegr i ty in 
the area older than the Superior School. Two are one-room b r i c k 
schoolhouses; the other three are large public c i ty schools in the Italianate, 
V i c t o r i a n Gothic, and Queen Anne styles (one w i l l probably be demolished 
by the Board of Education; one is now a parochial school; one is the 
Ster l ing School on the National Regis ter ) . 

The Superior School is the only schoolhouse in Cuyahoga County constructed 
of sandstone, and the cur ren t state of survey work (4,034 proper t ies) 
reveals one other in a l l of northeastern Ohio. It is this stone construct ion 
which makes the bui ld ing "unusually so l id , " compared to b r i c k or wood 
f r a m e const ruct ion. (The other is Florence Township School, an octagon. ) 

The a rch i t ec tu ra l conf igura t ion of the school (stone ground s tory, wood 
second s tory) is unique i n a l l of nor thern Ohio, and probably i n the state. 
It is prec ise ly because i t does not f i t the t r ad i t iona l stereotyped image 
of a " l i t t l e red schoolhouse, " and because i t is an unusual var ian t of 
vernacular bu i ld ing , that the a rchi tec ture is s ign i f icant . The second story 
of f r a m e construct ion was added fo r funct ional reasons in a style which 
harmonizes but does not t r y to duplicate the ea r l i e r s t ruc tu re . 

The school is educationally s igni f icant not only because i t was a loca l 
d i s t r i c t school, but because i t was adapted in its decl ining years fo r 
special purpose education f o r slow lea rners . 

The su rv iva l of the school is s ign i f icant because the country school 
remained on a ci ty lot while an ent ire upper middle -c lass res ident ia l 
neighborhood grew up around i t . The s u r v i v a l is not credi ted to the 
substantial construct ion, but to the fac t that i t was used continuously 
un t i l 1925 and then adapted fo r use again i n the 1940s and 1950s; and 
today to the fact that i t is recognized loca l ly as one of the community 's 
few l inks w i t h the 19th century (the community of Cleveland Heights). 




























