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May 1, 2019

Constance Johnson, Chairwoman
Refuse and Recycling Task Force
Cleveland Heights City Council
Cleveland Heights City Hall

40 Severance Circle

Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 44118

Trash collection carts and community image
Dear Ms. Johnson:

We would like to comment on the use of large permanent containers and carts in Cleveland
Heights. In addition to the costs and need for special equipment, we have noticed some
concemns and problems not only in nearby areas, but also in other states where we have
lived.

in Nashviiie, the system worked satisfactoriiy, but the containers were ieft in the rear of the
homes, and the workers had to enter the back yards, dealing with fences, gates, and dogs to
empty and return the containers. However, in Cleveland Heights, if the carts must be placed
on the curb and returned to the back yard by the home owner, mature residents could
experience a fall risk while pushing a heavy cart down their long, ice covered driveway.

In other locations, including some nearby streets, the containers sometimes are blown
around by the wind, ending up in the street, vards, and driveways. This can create a safety
risk for runners, bicyclists, and automobiles. And the prolonged, disorganized appearance of
the containers diminishes the good image of that community.

Although the present emphasis appears to be on complex equipment, it should be kept in
mind that most of the work of trash collection and disposal could possibly be done by briefly
trained men, thereby reducing costs, perhaps improving quality of service, and providing
entry level jobs.

Thank you and the Recyciing Task Force for consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,
(}&M € . & armety

John E. Barnett

Bletee Briu

Helen S. Barnett
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