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This form is for usa in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. Sea instructions in Guidelines
for Compileting National Register Forms {National Register Bullstin 16). Complete each item by marking "x™" in the appropriate box or by antering
the requested information. if an item does not apply to the property being docurnented, enter *N/A™ for “'not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
{Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name Fairhill Road Village Historic District
othaer names/site number N/A
2. Location
street & number 12309-12511 Fairhill Road N/A L _Inot for publication
city, town Cleveland/Cleveland Heights N/aL ] vicinity
state Chio code OB, county Cuvahoga code 15 zip code 441927
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
E] private E_] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
{_] public-ocal [x] district 12 1 buildings
[ ] public-State I Isite sites
D public-Federal [::] structure structures
[Jobject objects
12 ) Total
Name of related mullipie property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A fisted in the National Register __ 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

he designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional. requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property m.meels [ does not mest tﬁ?ﬁ/#alianal Registér eriteria. [ ] see continuatiop shegt. -
G2 TSt NFEe 2 4/ 7?’/
Signature of certitying official ' Dat

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other officiat Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[ Jentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

[Jaetermined eligible for the National
Register. [_]see continuation sheet.

Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Jremoved from the National Register.
[ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

NOMESTIC-8ingle Family DOMESTIC-Single Family

7. Description
Architectural Classification Matarials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stucco
Late 19th & 20th Century Revival walls Stucco
Tudor Revival ___Sandstone
roof Slate
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Fairhiil| Road Village consists of thirteen bulldings that galn significance from setting
and archltectural unlformity. The residential distrlct straddies the boundary between
Cleveland and Cleveland Helghts approximately six miles east of downtown Cleveland, and
1-1/2 miles southeast of Unlversity Circle. An Important feature of the development is
I+s natural setting, wlth a ravine setting to the rear of the property.

The district Includes flve semi-detached unlts and three one-family dwellings. The four
structures along Fairhil| Road have narrow setbacks of approximately ten feet. The units
In the center of the development are grouped around a drive and a greenspace and along the
ravine to the rear of the unlits. The units are orlented so that garages face the sfreet
wlth tiving rooms to the rear overiooking a ravine. Backyard privacy is maintained by
stuccoed walls between each unift,

Fairhil! Road is a divided highway that connects Shaker Helghts with Universlty Circle.

The Fairhill Road Yi|tlage development was designed in an English Cotswold style to
resemble an English hamlet. Varled detalls were important In conveylng this sense of the
English hamlet, The varilety of window treatments Include box bay windows, diamond shaped
pane windows and casement windows. Pointed arch windows are found in gables. Chimneys
are placed in the center of the single units. Chimneys are placed at the ends of the
double units. There are a varlety of gables which vary In size and treatment.

Buildings In the development maintaln an integrity of scale, setback and butlding
materials that date to its date of origin. One bullding, 12501 Fairhill, wouid be
consldered an intrusion because its 1971 construction date. Thls contemporary structure
does respect the scale, massing, and setback of the older bulldings in the deve lopment.

The units are:

12309 Falrhill - one famlly unit = built c. 1930, Architect unknown

12321-5 Fairhil! - two family unlt ~ built 1929, Architect unknown

12329-12403 Fairhil}l - two famlly unit — bullt In 1930, Architect - H.O0. Fullerton, cost
$20,000

12407-12411 Falrhill - two family unit - butlt 1930, Architect - H.0. Fullerton, cost
$35,000

12415-12419 Falrhill - two family unit = bullt c. 1930, Archifect unknown

12425-12427 Fairhilt - two family unit - bullt C. 1930, Architect unknown

12501 Fairhill - one family unlt - built 1971, Archltect - Harlan E. Sherman, cost

$150,000, This is a non-contributing bullding because of its recent construction. The
stuccoed exterior wall treatment is not consistent with the other buildings In the
comp |ex. []see continuation sheet

12511 Falrhitl - bullt c. 1936 - Architect unknown.

PLEASE NOTE: 1987 photographs still accurate]K represent the appearance of the exterior
of the buildings. No substantial alterations have taken place.
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Simi lar developments were bullt in other cities during this period. Developments similar
to Fairhlill Viilage include Mayfalir Lane In Buffalo (1928), Sessions Village Tn Columbus
(NR: 2-20-79), Lincoln Drive Development (1917-1926) and French Village (1925~1927) in

Phi ladetphia. Common features of these developments Included the use of landscaping and
hlstoric architecture styles, such as French Norman or Old English Tudor to convey a sense
of Romantficism. These developments were generalily located close to downtown, cultural
centers or parks,

Original plans called for moving people from Cleveland's Hessler Road neighborhood to
Fairhill, according to an article In the April 1929 issue of Architectural Fxhibitor.

The purpose of the development was to keep people with kindred tastes together. This
group of people included artists, interior decorators, architects, musiclans and writers.
City directorles indicate that this did not occur, the original Fairhlll residents came
from several! different east side neighborhoods.

The landscaping for Falrhiil Road Viltage was planned by !landscape architect A. Donald
Gray, who had been associated with Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architects early in his
career. At the time Olmsted Brothers were reputed to be the finest landscape architects
In the country. Gray is best known for landscaping the Horticultural Gardens at the Great
Lakes Exposition (1936-37), some of the Cultural Gardens (1916-1939), and Forest Hills
Subdivision (1925), Mr, Gray's clients Included Leonard Hanna, H.M. Hanna Jr., Charles
Brush, the Sleepy Hol low Country Cluyb, Cleveland Clinlc, and the Public Auditorium for the
City of Cleveland. Mr. Gray wrote a column for the Cleveland Press on landscaping.
Falrhili Viliage landscaping took advantage of a flat irregular site overliooking Ambler
Park Ravine. The densely wooded ravine provides direct access to nature from the back of
the units. Patios and {iving rooms to the rear of the units were planned to take
advantage of thls natural feature. Landscaping, plantings, trees, and shrubs were kept to
a minimum. Landscaping features tree plantings on tree lawns with shrubbery and
evergreens abutting the bulldings. Plantings are also used to provide a sense of privacy
by screening patlos.

Architect Antonio DiNardo designed the original concept of Fairhill Village. DiNardo had
worked in the offlce of Paul Cret and later Arnold Brunner, architect of the 0ld Federal
Bullding in Cleveland. Upon arriving In Cleveiand in 1921 he worked in the office of
Hubbell and Benes, where he designed the Pearl Street Bank. |In business by himself he
deslgned St. Augustine Academy in Lakewood, St. Margaret of Hungary on Buckeye Road in
Cleveland, St. Augustine Church in Barberton, and $t. Cecilla Church in Detroit.
Originaliy part of the group that planned Fairhill Village, DiNardo resigned In July 1929,
He was replaced by architect Harold 0. Fullerton.

Landscape architect A. Donald Gray and architect Harold O. Fullerton were early residents
of the village. Rowena and Russell Jelllffe, founders of Karamu House (a settlement house
nationally known for its dedication to inter-racial theatre) were also residents of the
village. Other prominent residents of Falrhill were: Newton D. Baker 111, son of the
Mayor of Cleveland; Avery Sterner, Secretary~Treasurer of Speed King Cordless tron; John
T. Stever, President of S5.K. Wellman Company; Arthur Alexander, President of Alexander and



8. Statemant of Significance - ' _
Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other propertigs:

[ ]nationally [ statewide localty

Applicabte National Register Criteria A [:]B C DD
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) LA e (e [do [ e CIF DG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture-20th Century Wi 1929 - 1933 1929

Community Planning & Development
Landscape Architecture

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Fullerton, H.Q.

Grav, A. Donald

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Fairhii! Road Yillage 1s an example of a planned community dating from the late 1620's.
The concept of the Village was developed by landscape architect A. Donald Gray in
conjunction with architect Antonio DiNardo and later H.O. Fullerton. Fairhil! Road
Viltlage was part of the Donald Gray Subdivision. The Indlvidual homes In the district
were designed by architects H.0. Fullerton, C.W. Stedman and Harlan Sherman. Homes were
built between 1929 and 1933; one home was built in 1971,

Fairhii| Development was bullt on a rock dump Tn Ambler Park which was created In 1915 as
a result of the excavation for Fairmount Reservolir. The contractor was to clean up the
dump but went bankrupt. The orlginal idea for the Fairhil! development was created by A.
Donald Gray. Among the A. Donald Gray Papers, which are maintained at the Western Reserve
Historical Society, !s a handwritten paper which states that the purpose of the Fairhill
development was to have semi-detached homes In the same style of archltecture buiit by "a
group of Interesting people.™ The development was to be bullt on a small area of land
close to the street and drive with living quarters facing Ambler Park. There would be a
limited area of ground to malntaln but there would be enough area for a terrace and a
smali garden. A commlssion was established to review people who were Interested In
purchasing lots, Archltect Antonlo DiNardo originally part of the group, resigned In July
1929, He was replaced by Harold 0. Fullerton. Fairhil!l Road Village was similar to
Shaker Heights (Shaker Square NR: 7-1-76 and Shaker Viilage Historic Districts NR:
5-~31-84) and Forest Hills (NR: 8-14-86), in East Cleveland and Cleveland Helghts, planned
communities In that the use of architectural style and landscaping presented a sense of
unity. The Ellzabeth B. Blossom Subdivision In Beachwood (NR: 9-22-87) is another local
examp le of smaller scale development that Included the involvement of a Landscape
Architect.

The Falrhill Road Village development differed from the other developments in size and In
plan, with attached houses and bulldings with [1ttle or no setback from the street.
Landscaping differed from Shaker Helghts, Forest Hills {(Cleveland Heights and East
Cleveland), and the Elizabeth B. Blossom Subdivision (Beachwood) which had created
landscapes, from Fairhill Road Village that took advantage of natural existing
landscaping.

[X] see continuation shest
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Strong, landscape architects; Galt Stockly, Presldent~Secretary Akers Coal Company; Carl
Osborne, Vice President-Treasurer of M.A. Hanna Company; Alf Willlams, President of Valley
Pumps Company; and Hayden Kline, Vice President of Industrial Rayon Company.

The architecture of Falrhill Road Yillage displays early 20th century perliod revival
styles characteristic of residential developments and planned communities of this perfod.
The development displays dlstinct characteristics of Tudor Revival style architecture In
its varied use of stone and stucco, slate roofs, multiple groupings of dlamond paned
windows, massive chlmneys, and tudor arched stone entrances. The muitiple gables,
recesses and projections along the facades add to the multiple unlts resemblance to
clusters of row houses In an English hamlet.

E3.3 34



9. Major Bibliographical References

[X ] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

Dpreliminary determination of individuat listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested - [ state historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [_] Other State agency
[ previously determined eligible by the National Register [ ]Federal agency
i:]designated a National Historic Landmark !x—_l Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings {_J University
Survey # [_jother
[jrecorded by Historic American Engineeting Specity repository:
Record # Lleveland Landmarks Commission

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Two

UTM References

Al1,7 1450]1,20] {459,346 0] B L7 1450229 {45%3529
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

c |17 [4150[28,0] 145]9,34579 3 T T T O O A AR

[ ]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The Fairhill Road Village Historic is outlined by the dotted line on the enclosed map.

[ ]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The Fairhill Road Village Historic District includes all property located in the
A. Donald Gray Subdivision. This includes all of the land that was originally part
of the planned community.

[ ]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namefitle ___John Cimperman, Director Robert Keiser, Preservaticon Planner
organization Cleveland Landmarks Commission date _ January 30, 1989
street & number __601 Lakeside Avenue, Room 519 telephone __(216) 664~2531

city or town Cleveland state _ Ohio zip code _ 44114



Fairhill Village Historic District
Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Noncontributing Building (less than 50 years old) NN




i
senbs saqeUe,
OSrEesYy 2
0220SY N2GE6SY i1 g "N woogbss
0Z2106Y 09tEbSt LT ¥ “
futysel BuLyAoN 2u07 =i
. I ST
oLyp “Ajuno) eboyedn) pue AL JuooBbe, OF /€. 18
12143510 JLU#0}SLH sbe|LLA Ll1ty4ted AJAYNS TYDID0OTOAD =
aUlAINI FHL 40 INFWNI¥Vdad &
SHLVLS Q3LINN T
Accacvd



