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1. Name

historic

Forest Hill Historic District

and or common

2. Location

street & number

in irregular pattern on Brewster, Henley, Cleviden, and Wyat:
roads, Newbury Drive, and Mount Vernon Bonlewvgrd notfor publication

in Zast Cleveland; and Brewster and Glynn roads and Northvale

city, town Boulevard in ClevelandvicinityolHejghtg
state Ohio code (%9 county Cuvahosza code (35
3. Classification
Caéegory Ownership Status Present Use

£ district - public A occupied —— agriculture — museum
— building(s) 4 private — unoccupied — commercial — park
—_structure  ___ both —— work in progress — educational —X_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
— object — in process —— yes: restricted — government — scientific

— being considered £ yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
NIA ___'no — military — other:
4. Owner of Property
name Multivle ownershio
street & number
city, town — vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
counhouse' regis"y of deeds' etc. Cu:fa:no é—a County Administratlon B‘l.lilding
street & number 1219 Ontario
city, town Cleveland state Cnio
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titte Chio Histcric Inventorvy has this broperty been determined eligible? ____ yes 2 no
date 1977 —federal _Y state ___ county ___ local
depository for survey records Chio Historical Society
Cclumbus state Chic

city, town




7. Description

Condition Check one eck one

& excellent —— deteriorated ____ unaitered £ original site
——good —— ruins —4 altered — moved date
- fair” . — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Forest Hill Historic District consists of 81 single-family houses
in the French Norman style. There are nine distinct house types=--
labeled, by the architect, D, Q, E, J, K, L, M, N, and P--although the
houses vary in plan and detailing more than overall appearance. All
are seven or eight rooms in size, with full basements and 12-inch brick
and tile foundations resting on 8-inch by 12-inch concrete footings.
Except for corner house types "D" and "Q," which have attached garages,
a%lthouses have two-car garages concealed in the basement and entered

a he rear.

Forest Hill's nine house types are distributed as follows:

Type "JV §7 roomsg - 15 houses Type "L" (7 rooms) - 8 houses
Type "M" (7 rooms) - 10 " Type "P" (8 rooms) - 7 "
Type “N" (7 rooms) - 10 " Type "D" (8 rooms) - 7 "
Type "H" (7 rooms) - 9 ¥ Type "Q" (8 rooms) - 6 n
Type "K" (7 rooms) - 9 "

Except at the corners, house types generally occur in mirrored pairs,
with each pair sharing a driveway divided by a brick pier that serves as
an end post for driveway gates.

Outside walls are either brick (soft red or pinkish tan in color) all the
way up, or part brick and part siding or shingles. All brick walls are
backed with hecllow tile and built as a unit of masonry; face brick is
laid in comnmon bond. Siding consists of wavy-edged red cedar; shingles
are hand-split. Type "D" and type "Q" houses feature oak half-timbering
with brick nozgging. Steep hipped roofs are either of slate varying in
size, giving a patchwork effect, or tile sandblasted to give the effect
of old wood shingles. Gutters and downsvouts are copoer.

Jouses have metal casement windows throughout. Front entrance doors

are heavy paneled oak. Porches, where they occur, are made of adz-faced
oall timbers, and flagging and steps are hand-split sandstone. Exterior
lanterns and mailboxes are of wrought iron.

Inside, nouse plans typically consist ¢f zarage, laundry, and boiler

room at basement level; living room, dining rcom, library, kitchen, and
half bath on the first flocr; and four bedrooms (one of which was desig-
nated "servant's chamber") and three baths on the second floor. The
larzer corner models vary slightly: "D" has three tedrocms plus two
"servant's chambers" above the garage, while "Q" has four bedrooms and
orne "servant's chanber." Special interior features include glazed
colored tile walls in kitchen and baths, solid brass hardware, and
separate boot and shece closets. I[lain rooms on the first floor have floors
of quartered cak. Ceilings and walls are dlaster on metal lath,
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and steel beams support four inches of reinforced concrete beneath the
first floor.

All wiring in the district is underground. Some of the development’s
original landscape features can still be seen, including cedars, rhodc-

dendron, and Japanese azaleas.

The Forest Hill Historic District is remarikably well preserved. Those
changes that have occurred have been minor. HHost of the original drive-
way gates, for example, have since been replaced. Some homeowners have
added storm doors and/or awnings, and some have replaced garage doors,
exterior lanterns, and mailboxes. Additions have been made at the rear

of 15724 Brewster Road; 16101 Cleviden Road; and 16461 Northvale Boulevard.
The development's original, s»ecially designed street lawps and signs

have all been replaced, and a number of fences have been erected in rear
yaerds that were intended by the architect to be open, vpark-like areas.

The district contains 81 contributing buildings, which are the original
Forest Hill houses; one non-contributirng btuilding, which is a gable-
roofed shed at the rear of 16385 3Brewster Road (labeled "a" on the map);
and one non-contributing structure, which is a televisicn satellite dish
at 15409 Zrewster Road (labeled "b"3. A local court heas ordered that
the latter structure, which was erected in violatiorn of Forest Hill deed
restrictions, be removed.)

The remainder of the quiet aznd well-maintained Forest Hill section of

Zast Cleveland and Cleveland Heights consists of one- to two-siory single-

family houses built between 1640 and 19£0. Forest Hill Park, maintained

by both cities, is nearby.

Itex fumber Q@ -- ccntinued

sterTeon Realty Corocratici.,  Zorsst FiTT Yomes. nuD., NGl

Gculder, Grace., Johr 9. Rockefsller: The Tlevelsznd Years. Cleveland:
The Yesterrn Reserve isteoricel Socisti, 1972,

".r. Rechelzller Feturns to Jlaveland.' Zorxiune, Julr 1921, oo, 3C-Te.

“he sew Yorl Times, CJuly 27, 1263 (Tremas chituars).

srice, ratlaci, ‘Torestv Iill, Clevelani, {hio. " Architectiurz &3 (lzren
1952): 125-136,
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drawn ca. 1930 by Abeyton Realty Corporation (scale: 1" = 200'). This
boundary embraces the 81 houses built by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. as
part of the original Forest Hill Subdivision.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Cleveland, Ohio. Cleveland Public Library. "Cleveland-Rockefeller Tract"
clivping file, History Department.

Cleveland Heights, Ohio. City of Cleveland Heights. ILandmark Commission
Nile Yo JB=17

10. Geographical Data

Anprox. 25

Acreage of nominated property .
Quadrangle name Bast Cleveland Quadrangle scale 1324000
UTM References

Al 1415,3]00,0] |44519.7]4,6,0] Bl |415.218,6,0] [4,59,7/06]

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

c 7] 145,212,100 [45]19713,0,0] p177] [4152]660] 4,99 7]|48,0]
3 I I I T I I T T T I I O T A T
<) I I I T O T A T CH IS I O T AT B ' T T

Varbal boundary description and justification
The boundaries of the Forest Hill Historic District are shown as a pink
line on the accompanying map. Dimensions of the district and of individual

proverties within the district are shown on the more detailed block maps
(cont'c

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Carol Poh Hiller, Historic Preservation Consultant

namettitle
R under contract with Sharon Gregor
organization  ang Sandra Van Deusip and date Januwary 10, 1986
rest_Hill Homeawners Association . z
street & number 58 L0’ Somerton road telephone (216) 321-3940
4 et ,
Cleveland Heights state Orio

city or town

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

4
— national . state . local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natitﬁl‘!}&tk Servlct/ /
Y

~
State Historic Preservation Officer signature Lt /(—zz.‘,] \,:./\—-_/C__

A (
title 5 date ?Z/{; //gaég

For NPS use only
| heraby certity that this property is included in the National Register

H}\‘Joémuﬂ, 7 }744_,_/ ' , date ?»‘/ ~/ / —4€
/ﬁﬁmwwofﬂnhhﬂauﬂﬁqwﬁa
" Attest: - date L

Chief of Registration

GPO $'1-333
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