
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members of Council 
FROM: Tanisha R. Briley, City Manager    
DATE:  February 12, 2016 
RE:  February 16, 2016 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
MEETINGS & REMINDERS 
 
Tuesday, February 16 - 6:15 p.m. – Committee of the Whole  

- 7:30 p.m. – City Council Meeting 
       
 
LEGISLATION 
 

1. Legislation has been prepared authorizing the Ohio Department of Transportation 
complete a project improving pedestrian and bicycle access for school children. 

 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1. Enclosed are the Council Update and Agendas. 
2. Enclosed is December financial information from the Finance Director. 
3. Enclosed is a Community Services update from the Vice City Manager. 
4. Enclosed is an update from the Public Works Director. 
5. Enclosed is the weekly water report from the Utilities Commissioner. 
6. Enclosed is an update from the Planning and Development Director. 
7. Enclosed is an update from the Parks and Recreation Director. 
8. Enclosed is the weekly activity report from the Fire Chief. 
9. Enclosed is the weekly activity report from the Police Chief. 
10. Enclosed is the weekly memo and report from the Building Department. 
11. Enclosed are the Planning Commission Actions. 
12. Enclosed is the Board of Zoning Appeals agenda. 

 
 
TRB/jkw 
Enclosures 
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COUNCIL UPDATE  

FEBRUARY 12, 2016 

 
1. LEGISLATION  

 
• Safe Routes to School Grant. ODOT has asked Cleveland Heights to show its 

support and provide right of ways for the Safe Routes to Schools Infrastructure 
projects awarded to Cleveland Heights in 2014.  The proposed legislation is 
wording requested by ODOT and is required by ODOT before the project can be 
bid.  The improvements include curb ramps and ladder style thermoplast striping 
of pedestrian crossings near Canterbury, Oxford and Roxboro Elementary and 
new speed feedback signs on existing flashing school zone beacons at Monticello 
Middle and Hebrew Academy.  Speed feedback back signs in locations without 
existing flashing school zone beacons for Canterbury, Oxford and Roxboro 
Elementary Schools. New bicycle racks and concrete pads will be installed at 
Canterbury and Roxboro Elementary Schools.   
 
Note: The NEORSD stormwater fee legislation is being held for additional review 
by the Law Department. 

 
2. SENIOR CENTER PILOT PROGRAM WITH UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 

• After conferring with Law Department staff it was determined that legislation is 
not needed in order to implement a pilot program for University Heights 
residents’ use of the Senior Center. Legislation will be recommended in the 
future should the pilot prove successful and the City decides to continue the 
program on a more permanent basis.   
 

3. BUILDING DEPARTMENT SERVICES RFQs 
• Two responses were received. Each firm will be interviewed over the next few 

weeks to gain a better understanding the proposed scope of services and costs 
and/or potential revenue impacts.  
 

4. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR SEARCH RFQs 
• Three responses were received and interviews are being conducted with each 

firm. The initial proposals range from $19,900 plus project related expenses to 
$27,000 plus project related expenses. Project related expenses include 
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candidate travel for finalist interviews (if non-local), advertising and background 
checks for finalists.  I expect to be under contract before the end of the month. 
 

5. OUT OF THE OFFICE 
• I will be out of the office at the end of this month, Feb. 24 – 26, attending the 

Ohio City/County Managers Association’s (OCMA) Winter Conference in 
Columbus, Ohio as well as the first 2016 quarterly meeting of the ICMA-RC Board 
of Directors in Dallas, TX.  

• OCMA Conference – Director Raguz and I will be presenting on a panel at 
the conference about the City’s successful implementation of OpenGov 
and how we have used OpenGov to transform the City’s budget process. 
  

6. CHECKS BETWEEN $10,000 - $50,000 
• The Illuminating Company - $23,856.04: Electrical Usage for various accounts 
• Gardiner Trane - $11,785.56: Service Agreement, Repairs to Boiler Sewer 

Division, Powerhead and Couplings 
• Home Repair Resource Center - $11,208.33: Block Grant(Personnel), Block 

Grant(Housing Counselor) for January, 2016 and Incentive Grant 
• CMRS – POC - $15,000.00: Postage for Meter  
• Secure State Consulting - $12,875.00: Vulnerability Accessment 
• Dominion East Ohio - $13,006.80: Gas Usage for various accounts 



Committee of the Whole 
February 16, 2016 

Agenda 
 
 

 
1. Mayor’s Update 

 
2. Staff Updates 

 
3. Legislation Overview 

 
4. 2015 Year End Financial Report 

 
5. Public Hearing Date 

 
6. Executive Session: To consider the appointment of a public official 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
City of Cleveland 

Heights 

Memo 

To: Tanisha Briley, City Manager 

From: Tom Raguz, Finance Director 

Date: February 12, 2016 

Re: December 2015 Financial Report 

Please see the attached December Financial Report. I have also included a summary below. 

Review of General Fund 

 Revenue: 

 2015 vs. 2014 

 Overall 2015 general fund revenues are $1,085,363 (3%) higher than the previous year. This is due 
to the following: 

1. Property tax revenues – Increase of $752,751(12%). This is the full value of the 
increase related to the charter millage increase. 

2. Income tax revenues – Increase of $878,558 (4%) from prior year.  

3. Housing Inspections – Increase of $182,400 (18%) As Housing Director Wagner 
pointed out in his memo last week, this is much attributed to earlier registration 
notices along with better monitoring by his staff. 

2015 Actual vs. 2015 Estimate 

 Overall 2015 general fund revenues are $1,861,617 greater than the original estimated amount. 
The vast majority of this increase is due to non-recurring revenues that were not included in the 
original estimate. Non-recurring revenues are revenues that are unlikely to occur again in the future 
or revenues that are too volatile to forecast. The detail of these revenue sources received in 2015 is 
included below: 

 

Unbudgeted Non-Recurring Revenue - General Fund 
 FY 2015 Amount 

RITA Subpoena Program 2014 - Collected in FY 2015 $403,000 

RITA Subpoena Program 2015 $336,928 

RITA Retainer Refund $261,022 

Income Tax Received due to known severance payout of a resident $200,000 

Mayfield Road Reimbursement $428,268 

First Energy Reimbursement $154,742 

  Total Unbudgeted Non-Recurring Revenue - General Fund $1,783,960 
    

Expenditures: 



 
 

 Overall expenditures are 103% more than the original budgeted amount. This is a direct result of 
the transfer to the budget stabilization account that was established in December. The transfer was 
not contemplated in the original estimate during the budget process in late 2014. Due to the 
additional nonrecurring revenue received outlined above and the budgetary savings that were 
realized we were able to transfer the full appropriated amount of $2.1 million.  Without this transfer, 
actual expenses calculated at 98% of the original budgeted amount. 

 There were significant savings in the various public works divisions as a result of lower gas prices, 
reduced salt purchases and vacancies in excess of the number of positions held for budgetary 
purposes; 

 Hospitalization expenses are at 96% of the budgeted amount and decreased 6% from the previous 
year as a result of partnering with the County; 

 Public Works overtime expenses are at $360,690. Of this amount, $222,528 is related to the 
general fund. Both of these amounts are less than last year;  

 Fire Overtime expenses are $154,175 compared to $128,291 in December 2014. The amount 
budgeted was $150,000; 

 Police overtime expenses are $143,510 compared to $158,195 in December 2014. There was a 
budgeted amount of $125,000 in this line item; and 

 

Summary 

 As stated earlier, we were able to transfer $2.1 million to the budget stabilization account 

 Revenues were in excess of expenditures by $635K. As a result, we were able to bring the year 
end estimated unencumbered balance to $2.292 million. 

Unencumbered Balance Report: 

 

 Major Operating Funds: 

 Local Programming Fund – Estimated unencumbered balance of $316,497. This fund started the 
year with a $0 unencumbered balance. In addition to the general operations of this fund, there is an 
appropriated transfer to the general fund in 2016 in the amount of $200K in order to help balance 
the 2016 general fund budget. 

 Tree Fund – Estimated unencumbered balance of $360,635. We were able contribute to the fund 
balance as a result of proceeds for tree removal and planting due to the Dominion project that is in 
process. 

 Water Fund – Estimated unencumbered balance of $339,497. As we continue  conversations with 
Cleveland Water, any excess unencumbered balance will help to pay back current debt obligations 
associated with water improvements. 

 Sewer Fund – Estimated unencumbered balance of $607,811. This fund essentially broke even 
during the course of the year. 

 Parking Fund – Estimated unencumbered balance of $435,954. As with the sewer fund, there was 
a small surplus for the year. 

 Ambulance Services – Estimated unencumbered balance of $667,705. As discussed during the 
budget process, this is our healthiest operating fund. We were able to contribute $130K to the fund 
balance for the year. 



 
 

  
I also want to state that we have not closed our financial system for 2015. These numbers are estimates, 
although most of these amounts, if not all, should not change. 
 



UNENCUMBERED BALANCES
AS OF 12/31/15
Unadjusted for Revenue and Expense

UNENCUMBERED ESTIMATED
BALANCE UNENCUMBERED

FUND AS ADJUSTED YTD YTD BALANCE
NUMBER FUND NAME AS OF 1/1/15 CREDITS DEBITS 12/31/2015
101 GENERAL $1,657,455 $43,974,617 $43,339,491 $2,292,580
102 BUDGET STABILIZATION ACCOUNT $0 $2,100,000 $0 $2,100,000
201 STREET CONSTRUCTION $11,076 $2,318,510 $2,296,662 $32,924
202 FOUNDATION GRANTS $34,747 $340,301 $375,048 $0
203 FIRST SUBURBS CONSORTIUM $70,637 $45,000 $38,063 $77,574
204 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS OPERATION $0 $775,588 $775,588 ($0)
205 PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY IMPROVEMENT $423 $0 $0 $423
206 LAW ENFORCEMENT TRUST $65,281 $65,265 $67,420 $63,126
207 DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT TRUST $147,605 $163,163 $252,870 $57,898
208 CDBG RESOURCE $0 $1,320,284 $1,320,284 $0
210 EPA BROWNFIELD GRANT $0 $0 $0 $0
211 HOME PROGRAM $45,290 $326,779 $372,069 $0
212 FEMA $0 $598,846 $491,624 $107,222
213 POLICE FACILITY IMPROVEMENT $35,745 $34,100 $37,364 $32,481
214 LOCAL TV PROGRAMMING $0 $561,353 $244,857 $316,497
215 CAIN PARK $0 $724,079 $724,079 $0
216 RECREATION FACILITY IMPROVEMENT $480,433 $586,161 $438,374 $628,221
217 PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY $22,788 $999 $0 $23,788
221 INDIGENT DUI TREATMENT $180,646 $19,704 $2,500 $197,849
222 MUNICIPAL COURT COMPUTERIZATION $286,551 $77,442 $211,394 $152,599
223 DUI - ENFORCEMENT/EDUCATION $86,002 $9,980 $0 $95,982
225 MUNI COURT - SPECIAL PROJECTS $1,732,045 $131,545 $99,852 $1,763,738
226 LEAD SAFE PROGRAM - CUYAHOGA CNTY $9,797 $321,883 $329,803 $1,877
227 NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PRGM $224,743 $0 $101,800 $122,943
230 STREET LIGHTING $453,962 $1,082,709 $956,423 $580,248
231 TREE FUND $38,843 $1,113,689 $791,897 $360,635
232 POLICE PENSION $0 $1,117,835 $1,117,835 $0
233 FIRE PENSION $0 $1,410,719 $1,410,719 $0
234 EARNED BENEFITS $0 $1,033,960 $1,033,960 $0
237 FIRST SUBURBS DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL $19,594 $32,056 $10,138 $41,512
301 G.O. BOND RETIREMENT $2,417,416 $8,796,778 $9,222,891 $1,991,302
402 FINANCED CAPITAL PROJECTS $578,118 $2,025,921 $1,497,113 $1,106,926
411 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT $1,591,842 $96,206 $0 $1,688,048
412 CITY HALL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR $87,286 $22,200 $11,357 $98,129
415 SEVERANCE RING ROAD RECONSTRUCTION $222,386 $0 $187,340 $35,045
601 WATER $35,219 $13,690,939 $13,386,661 $339,497
602 SEWER $561,660 $1,537,050 $1,490,900 $607,811
603 PARKING $391,575 $1,458,527 $1,414,148 $435,954
606 AMBULANCE SERVICES $531,539 $1,116,716 $980,550 $667,705
804 OFFICE ON AGING $34,519 $5,601 $34,286 $5,834
808 YOUTH RECREATION SCHOLARSHIP $12,008 $13,414 $2,580 $22,842
809 POLICE MEMORIAL TRUST FUND $608 $0 $0 $608
810 YOUTH ADVISORY COMMISSION $71 $0 $0 $71
811 JUVENILE DIVERSION PROGRAM $7,937 $12,000 $16,458 $3,479
857 SALES TAX $353 $35 $31 $356
858 MISCELLANEOUS AGENCY $422,970 $154,618 $292,726 $284,863
864 NEORSD $130,063 $9,405,713 $9,414,447 $121,329

   TOTALS $12,629,235 $98,622,285 $94,791,601 $16,459,918



CITY OF CLEVELAND HEIGHTS
REVIEW OF GENERAL FUND 
AT DECEMBER 31, 2015
 ANNUAL TO DATE % TO DATE DIFF BTWN % DIFF BTWN
REVENUES: BUDGET 2015 COLLECTED 2014 2014/2015 2014/2015
 
PROPERTY TAXES $7,200,000 $7,291,044 101% $6,538,294 $752,751 12%
MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX $22,475,000 $24,039,749 107% $23,161,191 $878,558 4%
OTHER LOCAL TAXES
     ADMISSION TAX $117,000 $97,038 83% $164,030 ($66,992) -41%
     HOTEL/MOTEL TAX $1,000 $248 25% $988 ($740) -75%
STATE LEVIED/SHARED TAXES
     LCL GOVT FUND - COUNTY $1,290,000 $1,335,009 103% $1,217,973 $117,036 10%
     LCL GOVT FUND - STATE $165,000 $135,271 82% $172,142 ($36,871) -21%
     INHERITANCE TAX $0 $99,893 #DIV/0! $126,740 ($26,847) -21%
     LIQUOR & BEER PERMITS $60,000 $59,610 99% $66,843 ($7,233) -11%
     KILOWATT/PUBLIC UTILITY TAX $8,000 $4,721 59% $9,442 ($4,721) -50%
     CIGARETTE TAX $0 $976 0% $1,039 ($63) 0%
INTERGOVERNMENTAL GRANTS & CONTRACTS
     STATE ROLLBACK REIMBURSEMENT $790,000 $746,519 94% $747,128 ($609) 0%
     STATE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION  REIMBURSEMENT $235,000 $240,112 102% $225,193 $14,919 7%
     COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY TAX $0 $32,273 0% $33,462 ($1,189) -4%
     OTHER $1,000 $0 0% $0 $0 0%
     OFFICE ON AGING $10,000 $10,554 106% $12,051 ($1,497) -12%
CHARGES FOR SERVICES
     REFUSE COLLECTION $2,300,000 $2,236,857 97% $2,260,669 ($23,812) -1%
     RECREATION, COMMUNITY CENTER & OFFICE ON AGING $1,050,000 $1,088,897 104% $1,076,585 $12,312 1%
     POLICE $20,000 $11,011 55% $28,735 ($17,724) -62%
     PARKING METERS $0 $0 0% $152,213 ($152,213) -100%
     OTHER $1,000 $480 48% $631 ($151) -24%
FEES, LICENSES, PERMITS
     POLICE $320,000 $322,479 101% $357,269 ($34,790) -10%
     BUILDING SERVICES $1,260,000 $851,702 68% $652,041 $199,661 31%
     HOUSING INSPECTIONS $950,000 $1,202,705 127% $1,020,305 $182,400 18%
     UNIVERSITY HTS WASTE DISPOSAL FEE $210,000 $174,651 83% $228,547 ($53,896) -24%
     OTHER $50,000 $98,729 197% $47,831 $50,898 106%
INTEREST EARNINGS $50,000 $78,721 157% $71,505 $7,216 10%
FINES AND FORFEITURES
     CRIMINAL FINES & COSTS $1,650,000 $1,373,773 83% $1,481,556 ($107,783) -7%
     CIVIL COSTS $160,000 $172,376 108% $162,321 $10,055 6%
     PARKING FINES & COSTS $550,000 $523,218 95% $560,645 ($37,427) -7%
ALL OTHER REVENUE
     INDIRECT COST REIMBURSEMENT $525,000 $535,000 102% $535,000 $0 0%
     SID PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT $345,000 $356,502 103% $382,060 ($25,557) -7%
     RECYCLING $60,000 $22,098 37% $70,629 ($48,531) -69%
     OPERATING TRANSFER-IN/ TEMP ADVANCE REIMBURSEMENT $0 $10,044 100% $566,513 ($556,469) -98%
     ALL OTHERS $250,000 $812,004 325% $714,191 $97,813 14%
SALE OF ASSETS $10,000 $10,354 104% $43,492 ($33,138) 0%
   TOTAL REVENUES $42,113,000 $43,974,617 104% $42,889,254 $1,085,363 3%

 ANNUAL
EXPENDITURES: APPROPRIATION TO DATE % TO DATE DIFF BTWN % DIFF BTWN
 ORD. 142-2014 2015 EXPENSED 2014 2014/2015 2014/2015

Community Services

Commission on Aging $250 $0 0% $1 ($1) 0%
Community Relations $103,744 $71,077 69% $142,537 ($71,460) -50%
Public Relations $202,822 $167,779 83% $290,445 ($122,666) -42%
Community Services Administration $228,748 $245,320 107% $261,467 ($16,147) -6%
Public Health $187,600 $183,535 98% $189,657 ($6,122) -3%

Total Community Services $723,164 $667,712 92% $884,107 ($216,395) -24%

Parks & Recreation Commission $209,578 $169,219 81% $311,258 ($142,039) -46%
Swimming Pools $293,408 $257,485 88% $299,866 ($42,381) -14%
Cain Park Transfer $80,000 $80,000 100% $168,040 ($88,040) -52%
Ice Programs $232,316 $208,774 90% $209,619 ($845) 0%
General Recreation Programs $152,975 $106,167 69% $174,617 ($68,450) -39%
Sports Programs $225,466 $180,619 80% $186,815 ($6,196) -3%
Community Center $922,808 $903,379 98% $695,594 $207,785 30%
Office on Aging $164,337 $160,821 98% $162,054 ($1,233) -1%

Total Parks and Recreation $2,280,888 $2,066,464 91% $2,207,863 ($141,399) -6%

Finance Department $479,341 $452,867 94% $457,834 ($4,967) -1%
Income Tax $809,500 $899,423 111% $794,830 $104,593 13%

Total Finance Department $1,288,841 $1,352,290 105% $1,252,664 $99,626 8%



PAGE TWO
CITY OF CLEVELAND HEIGHTS
REVIEW OF GENERAL FUND 
AT DECEMBER 31, 2015

ANNUAL
APPROPRIATION TO DATE % TO DATE DIFF BTWN % DIFF BTWN

Planning & Development ORD. 142-2014 2015 EXPENSED 2014 2014/2015 2014/2015

Landmark Commission $16,450 $15,216 92% $208 $15,008 7217%
Planning Department $367,966 $327,696 89% $352,024 ($24,328) -7%
Planning Commission $11,731 $9,451 81% $7,116 $2,336 33%
Board of Zoning Appeals $10,431 $6,253 60% $7,866 ($1,613) -21%

Total Planning & Development $406,578 $358,617 88% $367,214 ($8,597) -2%

Public Safety 

Traffic Signs & Signals $161,945 $172,661 107% $161,454 $11,208 7%
Police Administration $9,764,351 $9,504,665 97% $9,561,689 ($57,024) -1%
Police Academy $93,100 $84,163 90% $95,411 ($11,247) -12%
Police Vehicle Maintenance $318,099 $293,383 92% $310,226 ($16,843) -5%
FIre Administration $6,940,789 $7,136,966 103% $6,862,025 $274,941 4%
Joint Dispatch (Transfer) $422,119 $349,860 83% $349,698 $162 0%
Fire Prevention $116,697 $102,183 88% $94,936 $7,246 8%
Building Department $400,486 $292,860 73% $419,529 ($126,669) -30%
Housing Inspections $509,049 $538,585 106% $570,146 ($31,561) -6%
Street Lighting (Transfer) $17,500 $19,130 109% $18,329 $801 4%
Animal Control $96,159 $89,566 93% $96,553 ($6,987) -7%

Total Public Safety $18,840,294 $18,584,024 99% $18,539,996 $44,028 0%

Public Works

Service Administration $309,497 $314,493 102% $368,348 ($53,855) -15%
Capital Projects $40,000 $36,409 91% $27,099 $9,310 34%
Refuse Collection $2,215,200 $2,138,721 97% $2,228,085 ($89,364) -4%
Parking Meters $0 $0 0% $31,469 ($31,469) -100%
Vehicle Maintenance $1,881,449 $1,569,313 83% $2,133,123 ($563,810) -26%
Street Maintenance $1,394,998 $1,202,395 86% $1,777,925 ($575,531) -32%
Public Properties & Park Maintenance $2,263,399 $2,285,528 101% $2,504,499 ($218,972) -9%
Forestry (Transfer) $18,500 $15,675 85% $20,359 ($4,684) -23%

Total Public Works $8,123,043 $7,562,535 93% $9,090,908 ($1,528,373) -17%

General Government

City Council $86,633 $83,030 96% $87,440 ($4,410) -5%
City Manager $541,886 $510,129 94% $615,220 ($105,091) -17%
Civil Service Commission $14,985 $7,632 51% $10,097 ($2,464) 0%
General Operations $1,656,990 $1,454,960 88% $1,493,380 ($38,420) -3%
Management Information Systems $351,351 $346,547 99% $310,178 $36,370 12%
Central Services $0 $7,722 0% $105,088 ($97,366) -93%
County Fiscal Officer Deductions $201,000 $198,882 99% $229,912 ($31,031) 0%
Law Department $699,250 $763,269 109% $755,232 $8,037 1%
Special Improvement Districts $361,929 $337,744 93% $333,500 $4,244 1%
Municipal Court $1,237,435 $1,166,143 94% $1,192,001 ($25,858) -2%

Total General Government $5,151,459 $4,876,059 95% $5,132,049 ($255,990) -5%

Other

Transfers & Advances $730,000 $3,535,178 484% $474,281 $3,060,897 645%
Hospitalization $4,540,537 $4,336,614 96% $4,611,241 ($274,627) -6%

Total Other $5,270,537 $7,871,791 149% $5,085,522 $2,786,269 60%

   TOTAL GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES $42,084,804 $43,339,491 103% $42,560,323 $779,168 2%

EXCESS REVENUE OVER/(UNDER) EXPENSES $635,125 $328,931

UNENCUMBERED BALANCE 1/1/15 vs 1/1/14 $1,636,886 $1,236,598

ADD:
BALANCE OF PREVIOUS YR PURCHASE ORDERS $20,569 $71,355
VOIDED IN CURRENT FISCAL YEAR

ESTIMATED UNENCUMBERED BALANCE AS OF 12/31 $2,292,580 $1,636,884



TO: TANISHA R. BRILEY, CITY MANAGER 

FROM: SUSANNA NIERMANN O’NEIL, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

RE:  COMMUNITY OUTREACH UPDATE 

DATE: FEBRUARY 12, 2016 

PARKING ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 

The Committee, comprised of representatives from the Cedar Lee, Coventry and Cedar 
Fairmount commercial districts, held their first meeting this week. Staff presented an 
overview of the 3 garages and designated surface lots in each commercial district. The 
overview included the number of meters, time allotted on various meters and permit spaces 
in each area. Technology options regarding pay stations/kiosks and apps were also 
discussed. 
 
The Committee agreed that now was the time to improve the overall parking system and to 
make parking options more user friendly. The Committee prioritized the following: 
 

• Meter Uniformity: There should be meter uniformity throughout the districts of 
time offered and free time; options for payment at meters should include more than 
quarters; further discussion regarding the hourly rate that is currently 50 cents an 
hour and with the 30 minute free option only 25 cents an hour   

• Maintenance: A plan should be in place to maintain meters. Currently the City is 
working on all meters being digital which will improve on the ability to maintain. 

• Technology: Research the technology that is currently in use in parking lots 
throughout the Greater Cleveland area, especially apps and the virtual wallet; 

• Signage : Improve signage throughout all the parking areas including wayfaring 
signs, clear explanations of rates and instructions for payments. When changes are 
made in parking options implement an aggressive and positive marketing plan; 

• Enforcement: Address the options for enforcement when technology is added. 
 
The meeting was very positive and a great start to improve our parking options. The 
Committee will meet in early March to discuss available technology in more detail. 
 
  
PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

• There will be a full page about Cleveland Heights in the City Guide published by 
Cleveland Magazine. The guide will be distributed during the RNC convention and 
afterwards will be available throughout Cleveland in hotels and various locations. 

 

 



 

CHANNEL 20/SOCIAL MEDIA: 

• A notice was posted on the homepage regarding the ongoing review of protocols to 
be established regarding vicious animals and their owners. 

• A notice on the homepage provided a link to the 12 applications received for the 
vacancy on City Council. 

• A throwback photograph was posted regarding a photo submitted of the roadwork 
done to create Demington Drive. 

• Posted today is the reminder of the delay in trash/recycling pickup due to the 
Monday holiday. An email blast also went out today. 

• Beginning Tuesday there will be a posting and email blast regarding the Master 
Plan Community meeting scheduled for February 23rd at the Community Center. 
There will also be an ad about the meeting in the Sun Press. 



Memorandum      
 
 

TO: Tanisha Briley-City Manager 
FROM: Andre Spencer-Assistant Public Works Director 
DATE: February 12, 2016 
RE: Public Works Update 
 
 
The Street Maintenance division responded to multiple snow events this week. During 
heavy events this week, both night and day crews reported to work early; Forestry and 
Parks divisions assisted with snow plowing as needed. 
 
During non-snow events, Parks and Properties and Street Maintenance divisions worked 
on pothole repairs. 
 
The Forestry division continued removing trees on Lee Road for Dominion East Ohio’s 
gas line replacement project. 
 
Giovanni Maltese and Joe Kickel attended a two day certification class about designing 
for pedestrian safety in cooperation with the Ohio Department of Transportation and the 
National Highway Institute.  
 
Refuse and Recycling operations continued as normal. 
   
 



 
Date:  February 12, 2016 
 
To:  Tanisha Briley, City Manager 
 
From:  Collette Clinkscale, Utilities Commissioner 
 
Subject:  Water and Sewer Department Weekly Update  
 
 
 
Water  
 

• Flushed curb boxes for turn offs at 2145 N. Taylor and 3808 Delmore 
• Dug up curb box for turn off at 3783 Berkeley 
• Dug curb box for delinquent account on 2482 N. Taylor 
• Replaced fire hydrant at Cedar and Goodnor 
• Dug curb box for residential repairs on Sylvania 
• Replaced fire hydrant at 3031 E. Overlook 
• Dug curb box for turn off at 3848 Glenwood 
• Assisted Public Works with Snow Plowing 

 
 

 
Sewer  
 

• Ran sewer machine on St. Albans, Washington, Glenwood, Hillstone, Lee, Oxford, Selwyn, 
Severn and Kingston Roads 

• Opened drains at Cedar Fire Station 
• Filled potholes on Noble Road 
• Located and marked storm main at North Park and Wellington 

 
 

 
Other 

• Attended misc. personnel meeting 
• Attended sewer-related meetings  

 



MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Tanisha Briley, City Manager 

 
From: Richard Wong, Director of Planning and Development 
 
Date:   February 12, 2016 
 
Subject:   Weekly Update  
 
 

 
Planning Commission  
Chuck Gile easily received approval of a one-story glass addition to Motorcars 
Honda that will make the showroom symmetrical.  In the addition will be two 
vehicle delivery areas to replace ones in the basement where a deluxe 
children’s play space was built.  Vehicle delivery areas are where customers 
receive an orientation from the dealership on the operation of their newly 
purchased vehicle. 

The transition of the boys’ and girls’ preschool through 8th grade from Mosdos 
Ohr Hatorah to Yeshiva Derech Hatorah was approved. The boys’ school is 
just north of the Oakwood property and the girls’ school is on the southwest 
corner of South Taylor Road and Euclid Heights Boulevard.  One of the 
conditions was to replace dead grass and shrubs. 

YogaRoots at 3459 Fairmount received approval to expand into an 800-
square-foot building directly south of the existing 2000-square-foot space.  
YogaRoots’ Scott and Kim Curtis have found that after two years, they 
needed to grow.   
 
Eastwood Furniture    
Ron and Angela Nandor bought #4 
Kenilworth Mews in 2014.  In December, 
they also purchased the Paysage Furniture 
store property at Fairmount and Taylor to 
open their third Eastwood Furniture store.  

At Eastwood, 
customers view 
Amish furniture 
on the floor and 
in catalogues and then may choose a specific type 
of wood and finish.  A similar piece is then 
custom-built to their specifications.  Their other 
stores are in Medina and Kidron (south of Medina). 
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RTA Route 37 Service Cut 
RTA staff made a presentation about 
service cuts (a draft) to the Finance 
Committee at an RTA Board meeting last 
Tuesday.  A segment of the #37 Route 
from Lee at Chagrin to Severance Town 
Center would be discontinued.     

I let MetroHealth and other key business 
and institutional leaders along the route 
and my Shaker Heights counterpart, Joyce 
Braverman, know of RTA staff’s thinking.  I 
also requested dates for the public 
hearings that will afford the opportunity to 
influence RTA’s decision and prevent the 
#37 cut from becoming real.   
 



 
 

 
 
 
To:  Tanisha Briley, City Manager 
 
From:  Joseph P. McRae, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Subject: Parks and Recreation Department Update  
 
Date:  February 12, 2016 
 
 
Please find a brief summary of the Parks and Recreation Department announcements and 
activities attached for your review: 
 
General Announcements 

• Community Center Closed Monday, February 15 for President’s Day 
• Pickleball has begun with a total of 14 people taking part so far. 
• Pilates starts a new session this week and enrollment is at maximum (15 people) 

Ice Programs 
• Great Lakes Hockey League JV Tournament Quarterfinals -Tuesday, February 16 

o 6:15 pm University School vs St. Ignatius 
o 8:00 pm St. Edwards vs Holy Name 
o Winners meet Friday, February 19 @ 7 pm 

• Cleveland Suburban Hockey League Playoffs - Saturday, February 20 
8 games (Squirts 9&10 & Pee Wees 11&12) from 8 am – 6 pm  

• Cleveland Heights High School won its third-straight Greater Cleveland High School 
Hockey League (GCHSHL) White-East Division Title this past weekend.  The Tigers 
finished the regular season with an undefeated division record of 11-0 and an overall 
record of 23-4-1.  The Tigers opened the Baron Cup Playoffs as the #1 seed and 
advanced to the semi-finals after defeating Benedictine 10-0 in the quarter-finals. 

• The Cleveland Heights Youth Hockey Association’s (CHYHA) Squirt B team won the 
Cleveland Suburban Hockey League (CSHL) division title.  The CHYHA will be represented 
in the CSHL Playoffs by the Squirt B, Pee Wee AA and Pee Wee B teams February 20-21 
and February 27. 

 
Sports Programs 

• The Men’s Basketball League finishes regular season play on Sunday, February 14.  The 
playoffs will begin Sunday, February 21 with the semi-finals followed by the finals on 
Sunday, February 28.  

 
 

 
Memorandum 



 
 

Senior Center 
Activities over the past week include: 

• University Hospital’s Seidman Cancer Center led a discussion on Lung Cancer 
• CWRU student run free clinic did blood pressure screening 
• Parks and Recreation staff will implement a 2016 pilot program to allow 40 University 

Heights seniors access to the Senior Activity Center. University Heights seniors will pay 
$10 each for a senior ID card and be subject to slightly higher fees for classes and 
activities. The City of University Heights will be responsibility for selecting the 40 seniors 
and transporting them to and from the Community Center. The University Heights 
seniors will not have access to the social workers on staff. The pilot program will begin 
April 1, 2016 and will be evaluated at the end of the year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cleveland Heights Fire Department
Weekly Activity Report

 713Total Emergency Calls Year To Date

 123Total Emergency Calls for Period

Report Date Period: 02/05/2016 - 02/12/2016

Current 
PeriodFire Data

Emergency Fire Run Count

Emergency Structure Fire Count

Emergency Non Structure Fire Count

Emergency Vehicle Fire Count

Total Emergency Run Count

Emergency Medical Run Count

Automobile Accident Run Count

Advanced Life Support Run Count

Basic Life Support Run Count

Total EMS Transports 

Total EMS Non Transports

Emergency Medical 
Data

Year to 
Date

 13  133

 1  4

 12  129

 110  580

 107  568

 3  12

 24  152

 87  428

 74  368

 36  190

Current 
Year % of 
Run Count

 19.10 %

 80.90 %

Last Year 
to Date

 42

 6

 34

 2

 132

 122

 10

 36

 94

 91

 34
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Fire Prevention 
Bureau

Total Completed Fire Inspections  4  38

Current 
Period

Year to 
Date

Company Fire Inspections

Fire Prevention Fire Inspections  11 3

Fire Alarm Test Inspections

Kitchen Supression Test Inspections

Sprinkler Test Inspections

Other Inspections

Smoke Detectors Distributed

 1  27

 5  22

Mutual Aid Run Count to Date

SEFD A - 4
SHFD A - 2
ECFD A - 2
UHFD A - 2

Mutual aid received

SEFD A - 1
SHFD A - 2
ECFD A - 1
UHFD A - 0

Mutual aid given

SEFD A - 0
SHFD A - 2
ECFD A - 0
UHFD A - 1

Automatic aid received

SEFD A - 0
SHFD A - 0
ECFD A - 0
UHFD A - 4

Automatic aid given
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Fire Prevention Public Education
Hours of ActivityDate of Activity

 2.50

Presented "Remembering When" an Elderly Fire Safety and Fall Prevention class at Warrensville Manor in 
the Community Room  The residences who attended were very interested and had constructive feedback.  
Activities coordinator, Bernice, was very impressed with the presentation and information provided and  
would like a second class for residences who could not attend today.   Second class scheduled for March.

02/11/2016
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MEMO        
  
To:   Tanisha Briley, City Manager 

   
From:   Randi Ferritto, Administrative Assistant 

 
Subject:   Weekly Report - Building Department - New Submissions 

 
Date:   February 12, 2016 

 
 
 
We had a total of 3 Commercial/Residential Building permits issued this past week.  There were 
33 additional permits issued consisting of Apron/Driveway/Sidewalk, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Mechanical & Sign Permits, a total of 36 Permits. 
 
The following is a list of the substantial Commercial/Residential Plan Reviews for the past week: 
 
ADDRESS   OWNER    TYPE OF PROJECT 
 
13443 Cedar Road  R's Kitchen of The M.T. Glass Fire Protection:  Hood 
2953 Mayfield Road  Motorcars Honda   Showroom Addition 
939 Quilliams Road  Oxford Pre-School   Interior Remodel 
2158 S. Taylor Road  Greedy Girl Breakfast   Fire Protection:  Hood 
1516 Warr.Ctr. Road  Hebrew Academy High School Renovation for New School 
 
 
Attached is a copy of the Building Department's weekly report.  It details department activity 
from February 5, 2016 through February 11, 2016.  It compares the same week recorded during 
the last 2 years.  Also included are Permit Statistics for February 5, 2015 through February 11, 
2015, February 5, 2014 through February 11, 2014 and the cumulative year to date totals, with a 
list of the Commercial/Residential activity for the past week as well. 
 
The Building Department had 20 Contractors register totaling $3060.00 in fees. 
 
I sent out Final Notices today to the remaining 7 businesses that have not yet paid for their Game 
Machine/Billiard License. 
 
rf 



PERMITS ISSUED & ESTIMATED VALUATION OF CONSTRUCTION  

 2-5-14 --2-11-14, 2-5-15 --2-11-15 and 2-5-16 -- 2-11-16 AND A COMPARISON OF YEAR TO DATE TOTALS. 

   

          INCREASE(+)  YEAR TO DATE  

PERMITS    2014  2015  2016   DECREASE(-)   2014  2015  2016    

BUILDING (RESIDENTIAL)    12      8     3  -       5      43      33     46 

BUILDING (COMMERCIAL)       0      1     0    -       1           7      11       7  

PLUMBING       8    13   11  -       2        46       51     47 

ELECTRICAL     10       4     7  +      3      41      33     43 

MECHANICAL        10      8   11  +      3       53      38      42 

ASPHALT/CONCRETE              0      0     3             +      3                 1        1       8 

BILLIARDS       0      0     0           0             0        0       0 

GAME MACHINE       0      0     0           0             12        3       0 

CERTIFICATE OF USE      0      0     1  +       1          0        2       3 

LINK DEPOSIT        0      0     0          0         8        0       0 

MISCELLANEOUS        0      0     0          0         0        0       2 

SIGN PERMIT       0       0     0          0        0        3       3 

TOTAL:      40   34   36  +     2                           211    175   201   

   ESTIMATED VALUATION OF CONSTRUCTION         

          2014 

           INCREASE(+)   YEAR TO DATE 

TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION  2014  2015  2016  DECREASE(-)    2014  2015  2016   

RESIDENTIAL        

BUILDING PERMIT   $  123,955 $   38,227  $   39,200  -$       973   $  516,958 $  502,658 $   475,613 

COMMERCIAL                   

BUILDING PERMITS  $        0  $     4,150  $      0  -$    4,150  $1,054,017 $   677,150 $   562,586  

TOTAL:    $  123,955 $   42,377  $  39,200  -$   3,177   $1,570,975 $1,179,808 $1,038,199 

rf 
 



 
                                           CLEVELAND HEIGHTS                                                 PRNTRES  

                                                RESIDENTIAL PERMITS REPORT                              02/12/2016  
TYPE: BUILDING PERMIT                                  02/05/2016 TO 02/11/2016                                              11:45 AM  
                                                                                                                                     
PERMIT #     PERMIT DT  ADDRESS                                    WORK DESCRIPTION          ESTIMATED COST   STATUS OF PERMIT       
APP #                   OWNER                                                                               CONTRACTOR DBA           
PROJECT                                                             SQ FT                                                            
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
2016040660B  2/5/2016   3848 BENDEMEER RD                          REMODEL - BATHROOM               $25,000 OPEN                     
153596                  CHOLIM, BIKUR                                                                       R & D HOSLER CONSTRUCT.  
REMODEL BATHROOM                                                        0                                                            
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
2016040661B  2/9/2016   3222 SCARBOROUGH RD                        GARAGE - DEMO                    $13,500 OPEN                     
153612                  CATTON, ALEX                               GARAGE - NEW                             NEW CREATION BUILDERS    
DEMO/NEW GARAGE                                                         0                                                            
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
2016040663B  2/9/2016   3333 SCARBOROUGH RD                        STEPS                               $700 OPEN                     
153613                  LAMA, RANMAN                                                                        OWNER                    
STEPS                                                                   0                                                            
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PERMIT COUNT =     3                                                   TOTAL EST. COST =        $39,200                              
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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 City of Cleveland Heights 

  
 Planning Commission 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members of the Planning Commission and other interested parties 

 

FROM:  Kara Hamley O’Donnell, City Planner 

 

SUBJECT: Planning Commission Actions, February 10, 2016 

 

DATE:  February 11, 2016 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Project 16-6 Motorcars Honda, 2953 Mayfield, C3 Gen. Commercial, requests 
Conditional Use permit for showroom addition per Code chapters 1111, 1115, 1131, 1151, 
1153, 1161, 1165, and 1166. 
 
Approved 5-0-1, with the following conditions: 

1. Approval of the Architectural Board of Review; 

2. This use shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other properties in the 

immediate vicinity or create a nuisance for adjacent properties;  

3. The applicants shall work with staff to resolve any complaints from neighbors; 

4. Approval of the Architectural Board of Review;  

5. Landscape plan dated 12-17-12 by Cornachione & Wallace Architects (approved as 

part of Project No. 13-2) shall be included as part of this approval; and 

6.  All required construction and installation of the use shall be completed within 9 

months of Planning Commission approval. 
 
 
Project 16-7 Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, formerly Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, 1700 S. 
Taylor, ‘A’ single-family, requests Conditional Use permit for continued operation of 
preschool-12th grade school per Code chapters 1111, 1115, 1121, 1151, 1153 and 1161. 
 
Approved 5-0-1, with the following conditions: 

1. This use shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other properties in the 

immediate vicinity or create a nuisance for adjacent properties;  

2. The applicants shall work with staff to resolve any complaints from neighbors; 

3. The existing rain garden water retention facility and all landscaping shall be 

maintained; best practices, such as deep root feeding and aeration, shall be used to 

preserve trees; and the rain garden and French drain shall be maintained so that 
water percolates into the site rather than flooding the storm sewer or neighbor=s 
property, all in keeping with the approved plans by David Toguchi Landscape 

Architects dated 9/28/2009 and 6/28/2010.  Missing/dead plants shall be replaced as 

needed to be in compliance with the approved plan; 

4. The gate to the playground shall be locked when the play area is unused; 

5. All dumpsters shall be screened per Code section 1166.10;    

6. All light fixtures shall be fully recessed and shielded so direct bulb glare and light 

does not shine onto neighboring properties; and 

7. All required construction and installation of the use shall be completed within 18 

months of Planning Commission approval. 
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Project 16-8 Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, formerly Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, 1508 
Warrensville Center, S2 Mixed Use, requests Conditional Use permit for continued 
operation of preschool-8th grade school per Code chapters 1111, 1115, 1145, 1151, 1153 
and 1161. 
 
Approved 6-0, with the following conditions: 

1. This use shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other properties in the 

immediate vicinity or create a nuisance for adjacent properties;  

2. The applicants shall work with staff to resolve any complaints from neighbors; 

3. The use should not encroach on Oakwood Drive; 

4. During school hours, traffic cones shall be utilized to block vehicular traffic from 

entering the area between the school building and the modular unit; 

5. All light fixtures shall be fully recessed and shielded so direct bulb glare and light 

does not shine onto neighboring properties;  

6. Any exterior changes, including signage, shall require the approval of the 

Architectural Board of Review;  

7. Landscaping, drainage and parking plan shall be approved by the Planning Director 

by July 1, 2016.  Plan shall include parking lot layout/design, landscaping, plan for 

bare areas at front of building and dumpster screening per Code chapters 1161 and 

1166; Approved plan shall be completed by November 10, 2016; 

8. Applicant shall facilitate drivers’, pedestrians’ and bicyclists’ movements through the 

site and discourage cut-through traffic on adjacent Oakwood Drive; and 

9. All required construction and installation of the use shall be completed within 9 

months of Planning Commission approval. 
 
 
Project 16-9: YogaRoots, 3459 Fairmount, requests Conditional Use permit to expand 
into adjacent space at 3469 Fairmount, C2 Local Retail, per Code chapters 1111, 1115, 
1131, 1151, 1153 and 1161. 
 
Approved 6-0, with the following conditions: 

1. This use shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other properties in the 

immediate vicinity or create a nuisance for adjacent properties, and the applicant 

shall work with staff to resolve neighbor complaints; 

2. Applicant shall assure that classes are scheduled to take advantage of existing on-

site parking and adjacent shared parking; and  

3. Any future exterior changes or signage shall require the approval of the Architectural 

Board of Review. 
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CITY OF CLEVELAND HEIGHTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS AGENDA 

 

 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Zoning Appeals of the City of 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio will be held on Wednesday, February 17, 2016  at 7:00 
p.m. in Council Chambers, City Hall, 40 Severance Circle Drive.  
 

 

ROLL CALL 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 16, 2015 PUBLIC HEARING 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – FEBRUARY 17, 2016:  
 

 

CAL. NO. 3391   Robert Alt, 2710 Fairmount Blvd., ‘AA’ single-family district., 

requests the following variances 1) to Code Section 1121.08 for 
side yard setback of 3’2” to 3’5” for an attached garage addition 

(10’ min setback req’d) and 2) to Code Section 1121.09 (b) to 
permit garage doors to be visible on the street elevation (not 
permitted). 

  

Moved to:    ( ) Grant     ( ) Deny     ( ) Continue    ( ) Withdraw 
 
   Moved by                            Seconded by_________________ 

                                                                                                                                                      
Motion      ( ) Carried                      ( ) Failed  

 

 
 

  

OLD BUSINESS 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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AGENDA (tentative) – CLEVELAND HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
        COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2016            Cleveland Heights City Hall 
 Regular Meeting                40 Severance Circle 
 7:30 p.m.                Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
  
1) Roll Call 
 
2) Excuse absent members 

 
3) Approval of the minutes of the regular Council meeting held, Monday, February 1, 2016  
 
4) Personal communications from citizens 
 
5) Report of the City Manager 
 
 Request permission to advertise to go to bid for 2016 Citywide Line Striping. 
 

Matter of Record 
 

 Refer to: Municipal Services Committee 
 
 

Request permission to advertise to go to bid for the Cedar Lee Streetscape. 
 

Matter of Record 
 

 Refer to: Municipal Services Committee 
 
6) Report of the Director of Finance/Clerk of Council 
 
 7) Committee Reports                      
 

a.) MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 6-2016 (MS). A Resolution authorizing the Ohio 
Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) complete a project improving 
pedestrian and bicycle access for school children within Cleveland Heights 
 
Introduced by Council Member ________________________________ 
Vote  ________ _________   ___________ 
 For  Against   No. Reading 
 

b.) PUBLIC SAFETY AND HEALTH COMMITTEE   
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2016 
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c.) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

d.) ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
e.) COMMUNITY RELATIONS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
f.) FINANCE COMMITTEE 

9) Mayor’s Report 
 
10) Adjournment 
 
 (Council members and staff will stay following adjournment to discuss questions 
 informally with citizens.) 
 
NEXT MEETING OF COUNCIL: MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Proposed: 2/16/2016 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 6-2016 (MS) 

 
By Council Member  

 
A Resolution authorizing the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) complete a 

project improving pedestrian and bicycle access for school children within Cleveland Heights; and 
declaring an emergency. 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio has identified the need for the following described project:  
“Improve the pedestrian and bicycle access for school children within the Cleveland Heights–
University Heights City School District in the City of Cleveland Heights;” and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the City and its 
residents to participate in said project. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that: 
 

SECTION 1.  City Council hereby gives consent to the Director of Transportation for the 
State of Ohio to complete the following described project:  “Improve the pedestrian and bicycle 
access for school children within the Cleveland Heights–University Heights City School District 
in the City of Cleveland Heights” (hereafter the “Project”). 

 
SECTION 2. The City shall cooperate with the Director of Transportation in the Project 

as follows:   
 
The City agrees to assume and contribute the entire cost and expense of the improvement 

less the amount of Federal-aid funds set aside by the Director of Transportation for the financing of 
this improvement from funds allocated by the Federal Highway Administration, United States 
Department of Transportation. 

 
The City agrees to assume and contribute one hundred percent (100%) of the cost of any 

work included in the construction contract, at the request of the City, which is determined by the 
Director not to be part of or made necessary by the improvement. 

 
SECTION 3. The City agrees to acquire and/or make available to Ohio Department of 

Transportation (“ODOT”), in accordance with current State and Federal regulations, all necessary 
right-of-way required for the described Project. The City also understands that right-of-way costs 
include eligible utility costs. The City agrees to be responsible for all utility accommodation, 
relocation, and reimbursement and agrees that all such accommodations, relocations, and 
reimbursements shall comply with the current provisions of 23 CFR 645 and the ODOT Utilities 
Manual. 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 6-2016 (MS) 
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SECTION 4. Upon completion of the described Project, and unless otherwise agreed, the 
City shall: (1) provide adequate maintenance for the described Project in accordance with all 
applicable State and Federal law, including, but not limited to, Title 23, U.S.C., Section 116; (2) 
provide ample financial provisions, as necessary, for the maintenance of the described Project; (3) 
maintain the right-of-way, keeping it free of obstructions; and (4) hold said right-of-way inviolate 
for public highway purposes. 

 
SECTION 5. The City Manager is hereby empowered on behalf of the City to enter into 

agreements with the Ohio Director of Transportation necessary to complete the above described 
Project, subject to approval as to form, of the Director of Law. 

 
SECTION 6. Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing the 

title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one newspaper of general 
circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights. 
 

SECTION 7. This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety of the inhabitants 
of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need to meet ODOT deadlines and to 
expedite the highway project and to promote highway safety  Wherefore, provided it receives the 
affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the members elected or appointed to this Council, this 
Resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, it shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the earliest time allowed by law. 
 
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       CHERYL L. STEPHENS, Mayor  
       President of the Council   
  
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       TOM RAGUZ 
       Clerk of Council 
 
PASSED:  
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Council Committee of the Whole of the City of Cleveland Heights, Ohio, met on the above date 
at 6:54 p.m., Mayor Stephens presiding. 

Council Members present:  Dunbar, Roe, Seren, Stein, Stephens, Yasinow  

Staff present: Briley, Freeman, Juliano, Lambdin, Mannarino, Mecklenburg, 
Niermann O’Neil, Raguz, Wagner 

Topic of discussion included general information pertaining to the City Manager’s weekly memo.   

Council Committee of the Whole concluded at 7:15 p.m. 

The Council of the City of Cleveland Heights, Ohio, met on the above date at 7:33 p.m., Mayor 
Stephens presiding. 

Council Members present:  Dunbar, Roe, Seren, Stein, Stephens, Yasinow 

Staff present: Briley, Freeman, Juliano, Lambdin, Mannarino, Mecklenburg, 
Niermann O’Neil, Raguz, Wagner 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Good evening and welcome to the Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting. This is Monday, February 1, 2016. This is our regular Council meeting. We're starting at 7:33. 
I’d like to welcome all of our residents here. It seems that we have a nice turnout, but somebody has 
something to share with us when we have this volume and this Council welcomes everyone to take a 
few minutes to share those thoughts with us. Please keep your comments as close to three minutes as 
possible. We'll be right back to you after we do a few housekeeping issues. Mr. Clerk.” 

Roll Call: Ayes: Dunbar, Roe, Seren, Stein, Stephens, Yasinow 

Nays: None 

Tom Raguz stated, “All present, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. There are no Council members absent. There are minutes 
from our regular Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 19, 2016. I believe two of my colleagues 
have turned in changes or editorial comments to them and you'll have them in the future for my 
signature.” 

Tom Raguz stated, “Yes. I will.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. At this time, those of you who heard me a few minutes ago 
who would like to share something with the members of Council, I invite you one at a time to come to 
the podium and share your name and address with us and your comments in three minutes or less. I will 
waive at you if you've gone over three minutes and hopefully you will curtail your comments and share 
the time with someone else, especially since they are quite a few people in the room tonight and we'd 
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like to accommodate everyone who has something to share with us. So at this time, who'd like to go 
first? Susie, I actually recognize the person waving a hand at me. Okay, well share.” 

Susie Kaiser stated, “Good evening members of Council. My name is Susie Kaiser. I live at 1554 
Compton Road. I am a veteran classroom volunteer at Boulevard Elementary School and the co-
convener of the Heights Coalition for Public Education which is a loose confederation of citizens, parents 
and teachers who are committed to public schools and see that much of our state and federal education 
policy is a war on public education, something that is beloved and be important to all of us. We currently 
have about 800 endorsers of our position calling for an end to that war. I'm here tonight to invite you to 
a special event on February 17. The Coalition and the PTA Council of the school district have joined 
together to organize ‘We are more than a score’ pep rallies in each of our seven elementary schools. The 
rallies are a way to stand with our students and our schools and our community. Please join us. Get your 
morning off to an enthusiastic start on Wednesday, February 17. Come to your favorite Cleveland 
Heights or University Heights Elementary School. Each event will start between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m. and 
help us say – send the message that Ohio's tests do not define us. The whole community is invited to 
participate in the brief programs planned at each elementary school to celebrate what we treasure 
about our schools and what makes each of our children special. The point is tests are a lousy measure of 
learning and an inappropriate way to describe quality. Judging schools is not the same as investing in 
children. Please help us communicate that tests do not define us. So, each school has its own starting 
time. Boulevard is at 9:00. Canterbury is at 8:45. Fairfax is at 8:30. Oxford is at 8:45 and the other three 
schools haven't set their time set, but we hope you'll come and let all of our children know how much 
we believe in them and how much we hope for their futures.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “What website can we go to to find this?” 

Susie Kaiser stated, “chuh.net/coalition.” 

Mayor Stephens, “Thank you.” 

Susie Kaiser stated, “And I've got flyers for it which I'll just share with you. Thanks for letting us 
be here.” 

Vice Mayor Stein stated, “Thanks.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you, Susie. Who would like to speak next? Sir.”  

Marcello Atenacio stated, “My name is Marcello Atenacio. I'm a member of Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church and I've lived at 3995 Elmwood Road since 1982 and my family moved into 
Cleveland Heights in 1967. My issue is about the rezoning of the Mayfield parcel of land between Noble 
and Vandemar. For the last Heights Observer city survey independent poll, gas stations were not a 
request from the residents. Why? At the moment, there are nine gas stations in our city; two at 
Monticello and Noble, two on Taylor, three on Lee and two on Mayfield. The B.P. at Warrensville and 
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Mayfield is a stone's throw from the proposed Circle K project. Two homes will be torn down on a quiet 
residential street that has a no truck sign near the Mayfield corner. It's still up there. I tried to take a cell 
phone picture, but it's too dark at this time to do it. Extra car traffic, gas trucks and delivery trucks will 
be going down the street. When the Center Mayfield Movie Theater was opened, the residents of 
Vandemar had City Hall install a ‘No Right Turn’ sign going north on Vandemar as you came out of the 
parking lot. There are other better locations the giant vacant – the lot for four years or more at Noble 
and Glenwood and the empty Severance when their foreclosure and ownership problems are resolved. 
Use the Noble Vandemar Mayfield for some family restaurants and/or middle income townhouses. We 
in Noble - the Noble area - are in dire need of some newness for the neighborhood north of Mayfield 
Road. Our residents’ safety and well-being is the number one priority of City government. Do the right 
thing for Cleveland Heights and the residents on Vandemar who have devoted years of loyalty to this 
City. When the time to vote for rezoning arrives, we the people, the residents of the entire City, give a 
strong and resounding no for rezoning this parcel for a gas station. Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Who would like to make comments next? Ma'am.” 

Kay Dunlap stated, “Good evening, Council.  My name is Kay Dunlap and I'm a homeowner at 
1299 Cleveland Heights Boulevard and I'm here with my fellow citizenry to voice some serious concern 
about the rezoning proposal to rezone the Vandemar Mayfield area from residential to a commercial 
area. I've been a member now for a year of the Noble Neighbors Association and as you are well aware, 
we have been working very hard to rewrite the script of our neighborhood and to promote the many 
positive aspects of the Noble Neighborhood. As you are aware and so are we, we also have many 
challenges. I cannot imagine in any way how a commercial zoning decision would do anything but harm 
our community. As you know, communities don't die one house at a time or one city at a time; they die 
one house at a time, one street at a time, one neighborhood at a time and one city at a time. We cannot 
afford to have any more commercialization in that area especially when there are other areas in the City 
that would be more likely to be amended for commercial use. So, I'm just here to urge the City to 
reconsider the proposal to rezone the Mayfield Vandemar area. Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Who else would like to…” 

Geri Blair stated, “Good evening. My name is Geri Blair. I live at 1361 Vandemar. My husband 
and I purchase a home in 1973. We have been a loyal citizen for 43 years. We raised our son there on 
the street. We purchase our house because of the excellent school system, the community, access to 
food, automobiles, movie, recreation centers and park and I would like to just share with you something 
about our street. When my sons were coming up, we had a neighbor who lived across the street from us 
and they would play in the street and he came over. He said, “I want - don't want to see your boys get 
hurt. Let them play in my front yard. They play football on his front yard. They play volleyball on his 
front yard. Nearly every boy that came up in Cleveland Heights in 1973 and the 80s, they played on his 
yard because he did not want them to get hurt. So that is the kind of neighbor and street that we had. 
We had the senior people who would call on them to come help them to go shopping for them and just 
to do odd things because everybody on the street knew everybody. Our neighbor looked out for each 
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other. They are compassionate, caring, and always related to assist if your - you need it - our street it's a 
very diverse street. So if Vandemar Street isn't broken, why change it? I don't want to live anywhere 
else. I really don't because I have nice neighbors. I love my home. So please, before you make this 
important decision about rezoning Vandemar and putting in a Circle K on Mayfield and Vandemar, I 
extend an invitation to all of you to come to my house for dessert. Then we were take a tour of 
Vandemar Street and you will learn much about this street and the neighbors because if you are like me, 
I am a visual person. I like to see what I am doing. So there is a verse in Mark 8:36 that say, ‘What will a 
man profit to gain the world and to lose it you lose his soul?’ So I say to you - why rezone Vandemar 
Street and build a Circle K gas station when you will lose neighbors and you will lose the neighborhood? 
Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you, but be careful what you ask for. There are six of us.” 

Vice Mayor Stein stated, “An invitation sounds lovely.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Sounded like an open invitation to me.” (Inaudible.) 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Okay, how many hours notice do we need to give you?” 

Geri Blair stated, “Just give me time to bake something over the weekend.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Oh, you asked for it now.” 

Councilwoman Yasinow stated, “Mayor Stephens, I believe we could have a very good work 
session at a certain house on Vandemar. “ 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Well, it has to be publicly announced if there's more than three of us 
there.” 

Councilwoman Yasinow stated, “Dessert at Geri’s.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you.” 

Vice Mayor Stein stated, “Thank you. Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Who's next?” 

Sarah Lee stated, “Hi. Good evening. My name is Sarah Lea and I live at 1366 Vandemar. I’ve 
been there for 34 years. I grew up playing in the yard, so I'd like to start by thanking City Council for their 
service to our community and for listening to residents speak on the proposed rezoning of our 
neighborhood. I'll be talking about noise and light pollution if the rezoning should go through. Like Geri 
mentioned, we’re a quiet street and most traffic consists of the people that live on the street or the 
streets closest to us. It's a neighborhood where you can go for a walk and relax and listen to the sounds 
of our community. You can hear kids playing and laughing and neighbors barbecuing and the church 
bells ringing and people relaxing and enjoying each other's company. If our neighborhood should be 
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rezoned to commercial, we would lose those quiet moments and the sounds of our neighborhood would 
turn to increased traffic, idling cars, loud music coming from those cars, horns auto doors opening and 
closing and 18 wheelers pulling into refuel. Being a 24-hour gas station, we will in fact have no rest from 
that noise. CommunityEnvironmentalDefenseServices.org notices – notes, excuse me - that passing cars 
emit 70 decibels and trucks 90 decibels. Sleep can be as disturbed at 55 decibels. Fifty-five decibels is 
the level of night time that the CEDS recommends for urban neighborhoods. Also, at prolonged 
exposure is of 80 decibels or louder, adults begin to lose their hearing. The City of Cleveland Heights 
website states that in the interest of not disturbing the peace of neighbors, residents should remember 
not to operate a lawnmower within 300 feet of a dwelling before 7:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m.  Purdue 
University lists the power mower at 96 decibels and I have to ask – would a 24-hour 16 gas pump station 
emit more than 96 hours during those hours - or excuse me - 96 decibels during the hours? Also, in 
addition to the increased noise the bright lights needed for safety to illuminate such a large area would 
spill into the homes of our neighbors 24-hours a day. Again from the Cleveland Heights website - in 
2012, a memorandum from the Planning Commission granted a permit to a restaurant with a 
commercial zone that approximated a residential zone contingent on the fact that lighting shall not 
directly glare into neighboring properties. I am here tonight to implore upon you, the Council, the 
weight to which a decision to rezone our neighborhood could impact our future. I ask you to look to 
your previous decisions to safeguard our residents against lighting and noise pollution. Our community 
is thriving and while we truly appreciate the need for new business to continue to thrive, we ask that 
you do not develop these businesses at the cost of our neighborhoods and residents for we are what 
makes the City home. Thank you for your time.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you and who'd like to follow her?” 

C.J. Nash stated, “Okay, I guess I'm next on the list. Hi, I'm C.J. Nash and unlike my wonderful 
neighbors, I am one of your brand new residents. I bought my house. I closed on the house Christmas 
Eve of 2014 and I bought - came from Wisconsin. I bought the house because I absolutely fell in love 
with this beautiful old home and it's a nice, I mean, I don’t need to describe the area. They've done a 
really good job of it.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “C.J., are you on Vandemar?” 

C.J. Nash stated, “I am at 1416; right across the street from where it's going to be. I am. I served 
23 years in the military as a nuclear, biological, chemical NCO. During the time of the military, I spent a 
lot of my time doing Hazwoper qualified and I did a lot of downwind hazard predictions – that’s nuclear, 
biological or chemical. When I got out of the military, I got my bachelor's degree in Biology and a 
graduate degree in Chemistry and I've worked for two chemical companies. I work in petroleum 
products, so I'm going to tell you in a short period time about some of the chemical exposure that we 
would be exposed to if this gas station went him and we're referring here to a large one - the size that 
they're talking about putting in; not a four, five, six pump gas station like what we already have in our 
neighborhood. One of the problems is a lot of people think of large spills and large amounts of vapor 
and they don't consider the fact that small amounts of vapor and small amounts of spills can cause a lot 
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of problems. There are over 150 different chemicals in petroleum products, specifically in gasoline. 
Some of those are benzene, toluene, methyl tertiary butyl ether. I have to look at that one because I 
don't work with that particular one. That's a nasty one. They call it. MTBE and cadmium and lead. Those 
are just a few of the things. There's been a lot of… there have been a lot of studies, a lot of talk on 
benzene. Benzene is a carcinogen. They do know that. Some of the signs and symptoms of having too 
much exposure to the vapors - and if you're talking about a child, it's not very much that you have to be 
exposed to – nose and throat irritation, headache, dizziness, nausea, vomiting, confusion and breathing 
difficulties. One of the problems with vapor is that when it comes to fuel exposure and spills, it's not 
talked about very often, but homes that are near these gas stations have problems with fumes in their 
basements. In our homes, you've all heard about the radon. We have - our homes are nice and closed up 
and where radon is a normal radiation source in the soil. It accumulates in our homes because they're so 
closed to up. Now imagine if you had fuel vapors coming in – benzene, toluene, xylene, cadmium – well, 
cadmium and lead aren't vapors, but those are going to accumulate in our basements. 

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, which is part of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, have done a number of different studies on benzene exposure which of 
course is a major component of the fuels. The benzene levels in homes they say are usually higher than 
outdoors especially if they live near a hazardous waste site, a petroleum refining operation or a gas 
station. So, they specifically bundle the gas station in with hazardous waste sites and petroleum refining 
as far as the chemical exposure. Other countries in the world have done a lot of studies on this also. 
France has a particular study that's recent where they have found - they did a study on children with 
leukemia and they found that children living next to a petrol station (which is what they call a gas station 
there) next to a petrol station are four times more likely to develop acute leukemia and seven times 
more likely to develop acute non-lymphoblastic leukemia compared to children that live in the same 
area but not next to a petrol station. 

When we think of chemical exposure and chemical spills, a lot of people think of the 
underground tanks or a large tanker having a big leak. There's been a lot of advancements in those 
underground tanks, but they still leak. A very, very small pinhole in those tanks can create what's called 
a plume over time and that plume of fuel contamination travels very quickly through the soil into 
groundwater and we all know all over the United States, the whole United States is in dire need of 
having infrastructure rebuilt as far as their sewers and their water systems and this is common 
everywhere and those systems leak. So, if we were to get a plume of this in our systems, our sewers are 
right there. Our water lines are right there. It would get into them. John Hopkins School of Public Health 
put out a study in 2014 and in that study, they say small spills at gas stations could cause significant 
public health risk over time. Conservatively, researchers estimated that around one thousand five 
hundred liters of gasoline is spilled at a typical gas station each decade and that may not sound like a lot, 
but when you're talking about chemicals like this - and I'm going to make it a lot shorter here really quick 
- and it's a lot. New York Times reported a study that found 32 of 52 gas stations on Long Island had 
previously unidentified petrol spills. The soil beneath these stations was saturated with MTBE. Most of 
the contamination isn't necessarily from large contamination, large spills. It's from the vapors and the 
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drips that come when you fill your gas station when you fill your car and when they're filling the large 
tanks. That's where a lot of the contamination comes from and I thank you very much.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you.” 

Ivory Jordan stated, “Good evening, Council. And I name is Ivory Jordan. I live in 1405 Vandemar 
Street and I'm - I have been living here since 1988 and what brought me to Cleveland Heights was not 
only the beauty of Cleveland Heights, but the safety and the joy of being in a neighborhood where I in 
my family could feel safe but with the coming gas station, I think it's going to create a problem. I made a 
small survey. I went back to 2012 and I looked at the crime rate at that time and since 2012 to 2016, the 
crime rate has gone down significantly. Approximately 30% and that was due to the people in 
neighborhood, block watching, things of that nature aided and the safety of our neighborhood, but with 
this gas station going up, the crime increase will go up. I've been told they are going to sell alcoholic 
beverages, beer, wine. This creates a problem. Not only will the station be open 24 hours; that would 
also create other problems. Due to the fact that I do want businesses in the area that would sustain the 
safety and well-being of our neighbors,  I am against - for but against - I am tossed in between and my 
home will be directly in the red zone. I'm the third house on that side where my two neighbors on my 
left are supposedly accepting the contract that the business offered them. So, what protection will I 
have from - and my neighbors across the street and our street itself - from this business that could 
create more danger in the neighborhood? Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you.” 

David Kurbish stated, “Good evening, Mayor and Councilmembers. My name is David Kurbish. I 
live at 3853 Mayfield Road on the corner of Mayfield and Ardoon. As with those who came before me 
tonight, I wish to address the rezoning petition recently submitted related to the proposed development 
of the Circle K gas station and convenience outlet in the Mayfield Noble business district. My wife, 
Ruthie, and I have lived on the corner of Mayfield and Ardoon for over 20 years now. I myself have been 
involved in contracting, specifically historical restoration, and property and real estate development for 
over 35 years. Like many areas in the Cleveland Heights, The Noble Road Mayfield business district and 
the surrounding residential neighborhoods have had setbacks. However, we have found that there is still 
a rich history here and a good grass roots foundation of residents. The Center Mayfield Theater and 
adjoining center Mayfield building which is at the center of the proposed development are architectural 
landmarks at the Mayfield gateway to the City of Cleveland Heights. These structures, though solid, may 
be past the point of restoration or reuse. However, they still hold a significant place in the 
neighborhood. Too often in haste the development of a property is approved without looking at the 
possible long term impact on the neighborhood and its’ residents. As an investor myself, I can see this 
property and possibly the adjoining Medco property could be utilized to a much greater and long-term 
benefit to the neighborhood and the city as a whole. There have been many other neighborhoods in 
similar situations with declining business in residential areas which have made dramatic improvements 
and have shown great success through residents and City collaborations. Being familiar with the process 
of land acquisition and development, this project is already well into its planning stages. The question 
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here should be broader than a zoning issue. The question you should be asking as are civic leaders is - 
what do we want our neighborhoods to be like? Do want to be corporate gas station at the entrance to 
our city?  

A corporate business that has no concern about the neighborhood or residents that live here. Or 
do we want neighborhoods to reflect that we care about what happens in the future - that we meant 
when we said in our Vision 2016 for the City. I have seen development like this before in other cities. It is 
not a good legacy. I would respectfully ask you all as our cities representatives - do not let this project 
come to fruition. Its impact overall on the adjacent neighborhoods and especially on the streets closest 
to it will be nothing short of devastating. Thank you for your time and consideration. And if I might, I 
would like to extend an invitation along with my neighbor, my wife and I have had always had an open 
door policy since we've moved into the neighborhood some 20 years ago that if you're ever in the 
neighborhood and you see our vehicles parked around the corner, feel free to stop in. Our door is 
always open. We'd welcome any of you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Did you say 3853?” 

David Kurbish stated, “Yeah.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Okay. We gotcha.” 

David Kurbish stated, “You can’t miss us. We’re the odd house on the corner that sits on an 
angle with the really funky tall pine tree.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “You asked.” 

David Kurbish stated, “So feel free to stop by. We’d welcome any Council members.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you, David.” 

Vice Mayor Stein stated, “Thank you.” 

Ian Griffith stated, “Hi. My name’s Ian Griffith. I don’t need a microphone. I live at 1356 
Vandemar Street. I also work for…” 

Tanisha Briley stated, “I’m sorry to interrupt, sir. We do need you to speak into the microphone 
for the record.” 

Ian Griffith stated, “For the recording. Gotcha.” 

Tanisha Briley stated, “Thank you.” 

Ian Griffith stated, “Ian Griffith and I live at 1356 Vandemar Street and I work at Lusty Wrench 
on Lee Road. We've heard from some members of a group that until last week didn't exist. A bunch of 
neighbors getting together on Vandemar Street. We didn’t have a block club or a street group or 
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community organization and this bringing all those people together is so far my favorite part of the 
whole thing. The least favorite parts – we’ll get to that. We’re people who wanted to get together to 
find an alternative to putting a gas station of any kind at the top of our street. People who wanted to 
find an alternative to losing two houses, two homes from our block. We recognize that development is 
needed in that neighborhood and I'm happy to see people trying to come up with an out of the box, you 
know, something creative to bring that development to that area and I'm glad that the City is 
considering every available option and that idea going through a process is good. That's what process is 
for and it's a nice package, but I don't think it's the right package for Vandemar. The cost is too high. It 
doesn't invest in the community. It divests the community. We had a building even partially… even 
partially occupied with three/four businesses. Some went in. One moved in; six months later moved out 
again. All those jobs, all that tax base is gone. It's already gone. Hopefully we can, you know, there's got 
to be a way to find something else to do. We've heard about Vandemar Street’s history; community. We 
know what we're risking putting irreplaceable commodities like homes and neighborhoods and historical 
buildings on the table. We've heard from C.J. - some of the chemicals that are going to be involved in 
this. I mean every guest station has these things, but these are known dangers. We know we shouldn't 
expose our kids to them. This is…the science is done. It's cold. Let's not do it. We've heard about how 
the noise, the light, the activity, the traffic of this 24-hour gas station will disturb our neighborhood; how 
entries traffic can endanger our children. We've heard about neighborhood deterioration and how the 
effects of the petition to rezone will continue to be with us, not only chemically, but socially 
undermining a keystone neighborhood of the Cleveland Heights community; especially northern 
Cleveland Heights. 

Like a said before, a gas station’s not really good fit, especially one that eats two houses, a 
daycare and his eyeing a historical building. We have a history and a future. This is…a gas station is a 
short-term bet. We realize something has to go in our backyard. This sudden this sudden vacancy of four 
businesses visible from Mayfield. The ongoing vacancy of the Center Mayfield - this is an urgent matter, 
but we can pick something better than this. We're worth it; even if it's nothing. We look forward to any 
coming public hearings and committee meetings where we can work with the Council; work with the 
property people and everybody productively on this we don't just want to say, ‘No, no, no.’ We want to 
say let's find something we can say, ‘Yes!’ about. We recognize that Cleveland Heights north of Mayfield 
is a target of development. It's…let’s not repeat. More people get to talk. Thank you.” 

Patricia Funk stated, “Good evening. My name is Patricia Funk and I live at 1360 Vandemar 
Street. I live in the house where everyone plays in the front yard. I’d like to invite the Council after you 
have tea at Geri’s to come over to my front yard for a game of volleyball.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Did you get that address?” 

Patricia Funk stated, “Okay, so I also wish to address the rezoning issue and I was looking at the 
Cleveland Heights Master Plan dated January 22, 2016 page 14 where it was talking about vibrant 
neighborhoods and it says Cleveland Heights should be a City of strong safe and vibrate neighborhoods 
composed of a variety of beautiful homes and buildings, well maintained yards and green spaces, 
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historic districts, active neighborhood associations and revitalization and revitalized blocks. Continue to 
promote the preservation of historic homes and buildings, increasing housing density in near business 
districts to supported vibrant commercial areas, continue to promote and support neighborhood 
identities to enhance the sense of place and building pride among residents. So, I would like to suggest 
that the rezoning is in direct contradiction to this plan. Vandemar is comprised of a variety of beautiful 
homes. The houses in questions do not display yards that the...they do display well maintained yards. 
Center Mayfield Theater complex qualifies as a historic site. Eliminating houses decreases density near 
our neighborhood business districts. So why would we seek to install a business that promotes beer and 
wine, cigarettes, lottery tickets, increased traffic and pollution and junk food? In other parts of the 
Master Plan, I kept seeing the words dining, arts and culture, walking paths, bicycle lanes, a healthy 
community with healthy food, policies that limit exposure to environmental hazards. It is my opinion 
that such a drastic redefinition of our community would add unnecessary stress to all homeowners in 
the neighborhood. Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. And who’s next?” 

Louise Gerlach stated, “I'm Louise Gerlach and I live at 2661 Euclid Heights Boulevard and we've 
lived there since 2000. I'm very active at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. That’s at 3470, I think, Mayfield 
Road. I am pretty much the only gardener there at the church and we like the neighborhood. I'd like to 
see the character of the neighborhood which is pedestrian friendly to stay that way. I have babysat for a 
pastor who lives off Noble Road and taken her daughter in a stroller around there, but Noble Road was 
an off the area when I hit that, I stayed on her street and I'm afraid that the character of the 
neighborhood would be radically changed by losing that quality. In the Vision Plan, you talk about the 
theme of promoting beautiful neighborhoods. That's what I would like to see continue. In addition to 
gardening at the church, I garden for a couple other senior members who were not able to keep that up 
and I was recognized by the Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries as a Volunteer of the Year last year for 
that work as well as other volunteer work. I'm active with my garden club, the Northern Ohio Perennial 
Society and serve as a newsletter editor. I've recently volunteered my home for the Heights Community 
Congress to be on tour this year. I think the yard attracted me to the neighborhood. It's an urban 
neighborhood within walking distance to areas such as Coventry, which is still pedestrian friendly. We 
see people walking all night, around walk their cars - or not their cars, but with their dogs and their kids. 
We have a little tot lot right in the corner and I'm concerned that the neighborhood’s character with this 
would change from being a neighborhood that's friendly to one that's indicative of sprawl. I see too 
many homes in Cleveland Heights torn down as a result of foreclosure. We have that broken tooth look 
and once that starts, it is - can be - a vicious cycle. This street – they’re around, across from our church. 
Those are nice residential streets, but I think the development of the Mayfield corridor has to be kept in 
a line with the goals of the City and its lines. I mean, I see residential preserved on off of Lee Road and 
you have The Heights commercial area on Cedar Lee; very attractive. Those people - I’ve talked to some 
residents on those streets and they can walk to theaters and restaurants, yet they can still have their 
neighborhoods. There was another home that we…we had a group that toured…that's off of Cedar 
down by Fairmount. He had a beautiful home who had a garden on tour, but he could still go to the 
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things in the neighborhood. If we want to keep the neighborhood the way it is and the vision that we 
have, I would like to see that continue so that we have…we're looking for more homes in the 
neighborhood for…that attract families that are vibrant and with kids and thank you for letting me 
speak.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you.” 

Vice Mayor Stein stated, “Thank you.” 

Good evening, Mayor, Council members, fellow Cleveland Heights citizens. My subject is a little 
different. 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Don't forget to give us your name and address.” 

Lillian Pyles stated, “My name is Lillian Pyles. I live at 1075 Carver Road in Cleveland Heights. I'm 
here this evening to call for a ban on pit bulls in Cleveland Heights. Pit bull bans do not kill pit bulls. The 
purpose of the pit bull band or any other kind of restricted pit bull legislation is not to kill pit bulls. The 
purpose of the pit bull legislation is to eradicate mauling injuries and deaths inflicted by pit bulls; the 
breed involved in more than half of all severe mauling attacks. Pit bulls killed 95% of 15,000 dogs who 
died of dog attacks in the United States in 2013. The other night, or the other day, I saw a vicious attack 
by a pit bull on a little puppy. The pit lives two doors for me. They let the dog walk around the 
neighborhood unattended. I'm afraid to go out of my front door in fright of him. There is also another 
pit bull the lives across the street from me. The same thing. They let the dog walk around unattended. I 
see the man walking him late at night without a leash. I've already reported it to the police. I reported 
the mauling to the police the other day. They're supposed to contact, whatever the follow-up, give them 
a ticket, take him to court. Most of these people who own these dogs have no idea what they have and 
it's frightening to us who live on the block. There are kids who play on the front yard. Their kid… other 
people who walk their dogs at night. I don't even walk my dog anymore because I'm afraid I'm gonna 
run into these pits. Something needs to be done. It really does. They don't understand. In Parma, Ohio, it 
is prohibited to own, harbor or keep a pit bull. In Lakewood, in Garfield Heights, in Warrensville Heights, 
bans on parts of Florida – Miami, Dade County - all over the United States, people are banning pit bulls 
in their neighborhood. We know about the young lady that was just mauled the other day. The police 
had to kill the dog. They don't stop. They just keep coming. A vicious dog must be confined on his 
owner's property. Vicious dogs must be properly leashed and muzzled. If off of owner's property, vicious 
dogs must be registered by the city and have a permit and they also need $100,000 in insurance. I don't 
know if these people have this. The dog that attacked the young lady the other day, if you’ve noticed 
from the news, the dog kept coming. The police shot him once and he got up and kept coming after him. 
He had to kill him. That's the kind of dogs they are. That's… they’re inbred that way. It's not always the 
breed. It’s the people, but you don't know what you have. I think there should be a ban on pit bulls in 
Cleveland Heights.” 
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Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you ma'am. You'll be happy to know that last year Council 
recognized some of the concerns that you talked about this evening and the Law Director has drafted 
Information for us. It was included in our packages and we will be reviewing it at our next work session.” 

Lillian Pyles stated, “Great, thank you. I hope you vote to ban them because they're not fun 
pets. You know everybody's afraid to come out of their house. The people behind me have little dogs 
and they don't have a fence so they’re afraid to let their dogs out. I have a fence for my dog to keep all 
the dogs out and to keep him, but vicious dogs like pit bulls do have… have no place in the community 
where there are kids and where there are other people walking around. You need to be safe. Cleveland 
Heights is a wonderful neighborhood. You want to be safe when you come out the door. I'm afraid to 
come out my front door.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Please follow up with us.” 

Lillian Pyles stated, “I absolutely will.” 

Marjorie Pyles stated, “Good evening. My name is Marjorie Pyles Hurst. I live it 878 Cambridge 
Road in Cleveland Heights and I have lived there for eighteen years along with my husband and my black 
lab, Kenya. I'm piggybacking on my sister’s issue. Two days prior to the attack that she witnessed, my 
husband was walking our dog at about 6:00 in the evening when our neighbor's - new neighbors might I 
add - who have a pit bull tied in the back sometimes and another dog. My husband's walking the dog. He 
noticed that the children were out in the back playing with the pit, but the fence was closed. However, 
when he decided to come back, he crossed the street and walked on the other side of the street. We've 
been living there 17 years and have had a dog ever since we've been living there, so to have to cross the 
street and go this way and that way is an inconvenience, but he did it. When the pit bull runs out and 
attacks our dog and it was just a very frightening experience for my 6’2” husband to come running in the 
house creaming. I have to call the police out of breath. My dog is wild and crazy. I'm trying to find out 
what happened and he explained to me. I did file a report. The police did come, but the neighbors 
directly next to me have been having issues with this dog and have also called the police. She hasn't 
given any reports which I did share with her she needs to do that. So again, the pit bull issue is of a 
concern in my household also.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you, ma'am and please remember to follow up with us. Is there 
anyone else you'd like to speak this evening? Ms. Hallum, would you like to speak?” 

Diane Hallum stated, “Diane Hallum, 1059 Oxford. Start off with the development of the Circle 
K. When I first heard about it, I thought it was - seems like an okay idea, but I have to agree with how 
the neighbors along Vandemar feel about this, Vandemar feel about this that there needs to be a very 
involved community involvement of the neighbors with any development that takes place at this corner. 
I can applaud the developer and the realtor, the property owner for going to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals before supposedly coming to you guys, but I did find the records that all of you knew they'd 
gone to the Board of Zoning Appeals before you put it in the paper. So you guys have known about it for 
quite some time and with regard to comments stated in the paper about legal issues, there are no legal 
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issues at this point. They have no right to sue the city for backing out of any ideas about developing this 
particular property. So I would please, please ask that you work with the neighbors who live at this 
corner. Is there a problem?” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “I'm listening.” 

Diane Hallum stated, “All right. I'm getting these bizarre looks at me. I just think that when 
people keep talking here in this city about walkability, livability, it doesn't include those of us who live 
north of Mayfield, so it’d be nice if we were considered. When it comes down to walkability, livability, 
nice neighborhoods, children playing on the street. Gas stations do create a great deal of crime. We 
should know. At the corner of Noble in Monticello, that particular gas station has a whole lot of issues. 
You guys have been dealing with it for a number of years and I gotta say I'm still tired of picking up those 
little baggies that the teenagers get of their flavored cigarettes and aroma thingies. They come out of 
those places. They're not supposed to buy, but they get them anyway, so I would encourage you please 
consider these people's requirements or requests. I would also bring up the fact that if you remember 
the meeting that you had with those of us who live along Noble back in 2014, we were at the Academy 
the Police Academy, and we were all choking on the fumes coming from that gas station next door and it 
was bad. It was very seriously fumy and that's going to be floating out into these people's yards and as 
far as the potential for using this is a an art space, a youth center. One of the things that I've complained 
about is the fact that we really don't have any youth centers on that side of town for our children. We 
don't have places for kids 12 and under to go to without an adult. They cannot ride down to the 
Community Center which is two and a half miles away on their tricycles. This is a building that could be 
used for a Youth Center, an art facility, a gallery, any number of those kinds of things that would be 
beneficial to the Mayfield Road area, those people who live along that strip and everybody else that 
lives north of Mayfield. Basically, that's about it.  

And I would like to dress the dog issue. I was attacked by my neighbor's dog. It was not a pit bull. 
I was just in my backyard. It came crashing through the hedges and latched onto my hand, would not 
like go. I'm not against bad dogs. I'm against bad owners and I'm sorry; if they have…if they're not 
controlling their dog, you nail them to the wall. I'm sorry. That's - the dog’s an animal. The owner is not. 
They're not operating their pets right. You guys now have the money. We can get a dog warden again. 
We can address these particular issues. We've got bad dogs. We get a dog warden. We get rid of them. 
Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. I know you know how to get a hold of us. Yes, ma’am.” 

Karen Groshaw stated, “I’m Karen Groshaw and I live it 3778 Montevista. I wasn't planning on 
doing anything here, but I did attend the meetings about the zoning issue and I would like to also speak 
about that. The impact on neighborhood values of the other houses remaining in that area will 
plummet. They're low anyway. That whole area north of Mayfield, but on Van De Mar and surrounding 
streets, they will go down dramatically. Nobody will want to buy a house. You will not be able to sell 
your house if this enormous gas station goes in. Another point that I've learned recently is that Circle K 
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As an organization has a documented history of being a haven for disturbances in the areas immediately 
around their stations with property damage being one of the highest incidence of complaints and their 
refusal to address problems that have been brought to their attention. So, they're not good neighbors. It 
may bring in money, but they are not good neighbors. We also have about six - just by sitting here 
thinking of stations - six gas stations in the nearby area. What do we need another one for? And we've 
seen how the building of the South Euclid Wal-Mart destroyed the one here at Severance. What do we 
think is going to happen to the B.P. station that's right on that other corner of Mayfield and Noble? They 
won't survive and yet it seems to be a thriving business. I would also like to ask a question that perhaps 
you can’t answer right now, but in an earlier meeting, I understand that in your process you can decide 
to simply take no action on this. I heard that tonight.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “You did. Yes, that’s correct.” 

Karen Groshaw stated, “And my question is - I wonder what the advantage is of doing that 
versus saying a clear, ‘No, we're not going to do this.’ Is there some political sensitivity about that that 
would send a clear message that this is not going to happen now and it's not going to happen in the 
future when we're not quite paying as much attention? I would hope that you can give a clear no and I 
know that we need the economic development, but this is a very poor solution. Thank you very much.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you ma'am. Is there someone else who would like to speak?” 

Linda Heil stated, “Hello, I'm Linda Heil and I live it 3888 Glenwood road. I'm at the corner of 
Vandemar and Glenwood. I bought my house. I can't believe I'm up here, but I bought my house 20 
years ago next month and in the 20 years, when I got the house, it needed a new roof, windows, gutters,  
hardwood floors were stripped. Pretty much everything that needed to be fixed in my house when I 
bought it, the real estate guy who did the inspection pulled me aside and told me, ‘You know there's 
other houses on the market. Don't let your realtor have you pick this one, but I loved the house. It had 
hardwood floors. It had built-in cabinets, so for the last 20 years, I have had ripped down and put 
insulation in, tiled, put a roof on and now it just concerns me, to back up my neighbors, we are good 
neighborhood. It’s a very quiet neighborhood and I'm proud to be a Cleveland Heights resident and I'm 
very happy that you guys have done your job and kept our community, you know, livable. You know, all 
the people around it, cities struggle every day with crime and youth and whatever and I just want to 
thank you guys because I've been here 20 years and this is a first meeting I've ever been to, but I'm 
trying to be, you know, the resident that you guys want which is you know - every day I look at my house 
and go, ‘What else kind of knock down and here? I make this a better place.’ And so I want you to know 
that as a resident of this street that you're getting ready to make a decision on that we do work to make 
our neighborhoods a better place and I'm one of those people, so I just want you to please make a 
decision for us; for our neighborhood.” 

Councilwoman Yasinow stated, “Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you, ma'am.” 
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Rosemary Wiggins stated, “Good evening. I'm Rosemary Wiggins. I live at 3865 Glenwood Road 
and no I don't live on Vandemar, but I certainly support the neighborhood. I've been in that home for 27 
years, my husband and I, and I've always found that the City listened. I've come to City… I’ve come to 
sessions such as this a number of years ago when at the corner of Glenwood and Noble, there was the 
idea of putting a chicken slaughterhouse right down there after we had taken down a, you know…” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “That’s been a while.” 

Rosemary Wiggins stated, “A drugstore. So, immediately I come to a mic at that point, a much 
younger woman and said, ‘No, that can't happen!’ and I deplore you again - No this should not happen. 
No, we aren’t gonna be talking about chickens, but we are gonna be talking about a number of 
chemicals and so forth and we can't help but look at the news nightly when we hear about Flint, 
Michigan and other places such as this where people unbeknownst to them, things happen to them. So, 
we, I can just only express for myself the see evening that I, along with my neighbors that love the 
community and frankly know that you work for us, we're telling you that this is something we do not 
want. Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you ma'am. Is there anyone else who would like to make a 
comment at this point in time to us? If not, I will close the public hearing and we will proceed with the 
business of this evening. I want to thank those of you who have attended. If you'd like to leave, I'll give 
you a moment or two to leave before we start the rest of the meeting. Okay.” 

(Various conversation among residents, staff and Council members during a break.) 

Mayor Stephens stated, “At this time, we will hear the report from the City Manager.” 

Report of the City Manager 

Tanisha Briley stated, “Thank you, Your Honor. Tonight I would like to request approval from the 
City Council to add Lineweaver Financial Group as an additional 457B provider and I'd like to make this a 
Matter of Record.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Ms. Roe, we need to have a motion for this item to add 
Lineweaver to our financial service providers.” 

Councilwoman Roe stated, “I move that the City Manager be authorized to add the Lineweaver 
Financial Group as an additional provider.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Do I have a second?” 

Councilwoman Yasinow stated, “Second.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Would you call the roll please?” 

Roll Call: Ayes: Roe, Seren, Stein, Stephens, Yasinow, Dunbar 
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Nays: None 

Tom Raguz stated, “That’s six ayes, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. We have authorized the City Manager to add Lineweaver 
Financial Group as an additional 457B provider. Is there anything else?” 

Tanisha Briley stated, “There's nothing else this evening, Your Honor. Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Next is the Report of the Director of Finance/Clerk of City 
Council.” 

Report of the Director of Finance/Clerk of City Council 

Tom Raguz stated, “I have no report tonight, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Next we move to the committee reports. Finance 
Committee.” 

Report of the Finance Committee 

 Vice Mayor Stein stated, “I have no report tonight.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Municipal Services Committee.” 

Report of the Municipal Services Committee 

 Councilwoman Yasinow stated, “Thank you very much, Your Honor. I have one piece of 
legislation for consideration this evening. This is Resolution Number 2-2016. This is a resolution 
authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement with CT Consultants, Inc. for engineering and 
support services relative to the planning and implementation of the City's year 2015 street and parking 
lot resurfacing program providing compensation therefore and declaring an emergency. Whereas the 
City's committed to an annual program street resurfacing and the City's made a preliminary 
identification of the streets and parking lots which are in need of resurfacing for 2016. Whereas CT 
Consultants has presented to the City an estimate of costs and description of the engineering and 
support services to be performed for this project and is well qualified to perform such work and the City 
Manager has recommended the employment of CT Consultants, Inc. for its professional services on this 
project, I hereby recommend the passage of Resolution 2-2016 this evening, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Are there any further comments? Would you call the roll 
please?” 

Roll Call: Ayes: Seren, Stein, Stephens, Yasinow, Dunbar, Roe 

Nays: None 
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Tom Raguz stated, “That’s six ayes, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Ms. Yasinow, is there anything else you'd like to share with us this 
evening?” 

Councilwoman Yasinow stated, “Just two quick things this evening, Your Honor. First, though I 
believe she has left, Ms. Karen Groshaw was expressing concern of something possibly happening in the 
City without the vigilance of residents. Given 58 minutes of public comment from no less than 17 
separate members of the City of Cleveland Heights, I don't think any, either this Council or any future 
Council - should ever count on its residents not being engaged, active and vocal on all aspects. So, thank 
you all who have been here this evening and to piggyback on the sentiment of civic engagement, I 
remind people, in case you haven't heard, that there is an election this year. The March primary will take 
place on March 15, 2016. This is Republican Democrat or issue. For example, I know that at least in two 
places in the City of Cleveland Heights there will be for certain precincts a vote of allowing, for example, 
in Gigi's on Fairmount, the sale of alcohol on Sunday mornings for mimosas for brunch, so you don't 
have to be a member of any party, but remember that there are many issues on the ballot for residents. 
So, please do remember to vote this March. You can go in person please to find your precinct. Please do 
look because the County Board of Elections or you may request an absentee ballot. And for those who 
are wondering if they're registered to vote, please note that you need to be registered at your current 
address. And that the deadline to register to vote for the March 15, 2016 primary is mid-February - 
February 16, 2016. So, if you have not registered to vote, updated your registration, there is still time to 
do so. Please go to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections to update your voter registration and that is 
everything that I have this evening. Oh, except for before our next meeting will be Valentine's Day, so to 
all, may it be sweet.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Public Health and Safety Committee.” 

Report of the Public Health and Safety Committee 

Councilman Seren stated, “I have no report, Your Honor. Thank you.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Planning and Development Committee.” 

Report of the Planning and Development Committee 

Councilwoman Dunbar stated, “Tonight I have Resolution Number 3-2016; a resolution 
authorizing the City Manager to submit an application to the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency for federal funding for improvements at the intersection of Overlook and Edgehill roads and 
declaring an emergency. The City and University Circle, Inc. have prepared a transportation for livable 
communities in issued of planning study entitled ‘The University Circle Cleveland Heights Bicycle 
Network Study’ to increase the number of bicycle trips between Cleveland Heights and University Circle. 
This study proposes changes to the intersection of Overlook Road and Edgehill Road which would result 
in improved safety and comfort for pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists. Federal funding may be 
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available to pay the majority of cost for this project. So, this resolution enables our City to apply to 
NOACA for funding for this project. By way of short comment, I'd like to praise and thank City staff for 
identifying funds likely available for enhancements to our roadways and pursuing promising 
opportunities. These are our tax dollars, but if we - but we only get to use them if we ask, so thank you 
City staff. I ask Council to approve this resolution.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Mr. Clerk.” 

Roll Call: Ayes: Stein, Stephens, Yasinow, Dunbar, Roe, Seren 

Nays: None 

Tom Raguz stated, “That’s six ayes, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. The motion is approved. Is there anything else, Ms. 
Dunbar?” 

Councilwoman Dunbar stated, “Oh yes. I have just a few items. Hold the date. Mark your 
calendars for Tuesday, February 23 at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center for the first public input 
meeting on the Cleveland Heights Master Plan being developed by a team of Cleveland Heights 
residents in conjunction with the Cuyahoga County Planning Commission. This first session will focus on 
two pieces of the eventual plan. First is the current condition section which provides baseline 
information against which to measure progress and secondly, the vision section which identifies the 
ideal Cleveland Heights in 10 years. Later public hearings will focus on policy development and 
implementation plans. That's the first one.  

Secondly, the Heights Chamber Orchestra is taking Heights culture into Cleveland with a 
Valentine's Day performance on Sunday, February 14 at 3:30 at the Bohemian National Hall at 4939 
Broadway Avenue. There will be music dance and refreshments. Heights Chamber Orchestra was 
founded 33 years ago by Cleveland Heights High School Orchestra Director Robert Bergnetino. It's 
almost 50 members come from Greater Cleveland and beyond. Six original members are still performing 
with the Heights Chamber Orchestra. 

And finally, this coming Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 p.m., the Heights Bicycle Coalition is 
sponsoring a showing of an independent movie about bicycling entitled ‘Inspired to Ride.’ It's about the 
first Trans Am Bike Race; an amateur race across America along the scenic Trans America highway. This 
movie will benefit the Heights Bicycle Coalition which is working to encourage Heights residents to ride 
bicycles for commuting and recreation. Just $12 if you sign up in advance; $15 at the door. The event 
takes place at Strosacker Auditorium at 2125 Adelbert Road on Case Western Reserve campus. Check 
the Heights Bicycle Coalition for more information - website for more information. That’s it.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. Administrative Services Committee.” 

Councilwoman Roe stated, “No report, Your Honor.” 
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Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. In Community Relations and Recreation Committee this 
month, I'm serving as the pinch hitter for this. Resolution Number 4-2016 is a resolution recognizing 
February 2016 as national African-American History Month. Most of us have been celebrating African-
American History Month since we were small children because before actually before most of us came 
along, Carter G. Woodson made sure that Americans began to understand the importance of the rich 
heritage brought to this country by African-Americans. So, in the month of February, we honor African-
Americans and their contributions and accomplishments to this country. It was designated; this month is 
being designated by the City of Cleveland Heights in recognition of the many contributions and we 
reaffirm our commitment to maintain Cleveland Heights as a truly integrated community and to 
continue the tradition of appreciation respect for our cultural diversity. In January, one Wednesday all of 
Council was entertained and humbled by the youth of this community as they came and presented 
posters and essays and poetry on Martin Luther King. There was a young man there who used the word 
ironic correctly and he was in the third grade and eight years old. Most of us didn't use it till college or 
graduate school correctly in a sentence of our for own free will, so there are wonderful things 
happening in this community and the heritage brought to us because of the things that Martin Luther 
King did and because African-Americans as contributing portion of the society make us a much richer 
community. So, it is wonderful and important that we continue to celebrate the history and the dynamic 
diversity of this community and people from across America who have contributed to it. At this time, I'd 
like to call the roll.” 

Roll Call: Ayes: Stephens, Yasinow, Dunbar, Roe, Seren, Stein 

Nays: None 

Tom Raguz stated, “That’s six ayes, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. We are recognizing February 2016 as National African 
American History Month here in Cleveland Heights. The next resolution is Resolution Number 5-2016; a 
resolution proclaiming February 2016 American Heart Month. American Heart Month is a month where 
we focus on cardiovascular disease and the problems it presents to many people. It is responsible for 
approximately one in four deaths in the United States and it is the leading cause of death among men 
and women. The risk factors for cardiovascular disease including smoking, high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, obesity, physical inactivity, diabetes, family history and age are…they're important for us to 
recognize and if any one of them is a part of your life, you need to work to reduce or eliminate them. 
Research is clear that there are tools available to increase survival rates of cardiovascular disease with 
the American Heart Association encouraging citizens to help save lives by calling 911 if symptoms occur. 
Becoming trained in C.P.R. and supporting comprehensive automated external defibrillators, 
defibrillator programs in their communities. The American Heart Association in numerous government 
entities celebrate February as American Heart Month and encourage citizens to learn the warning signs 
of heart attacks and strokes. This Council joins with these entities to encourage residents to raise their 
awareness about heart disease in order to make healthy lifestyle choices to reduce their own risk and to 
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recognize the warning signs and to be able to assist other persons suffering cardiovascular symptoms. 
Mr. Clerk, would you please call the roll?” 

Roll Call: Ayes: Yasinow, Dunbar, Roe, Seren, Stein, Stephens 

Nays: None 

Tom Raguz stated, “Six ayes, Your Honor.” 

Mayor Stephens stated, “Thank you. We also are recognizing February as Heart Healthy Month 
in essence and we hope that everyone will pay attention to the primary factors that I just delineated and 
hope that you will make an effort to make each of your lives more healthy. Get out and walk if it's just 
around the block to make yourself healthier. I'd like to thank you for that and it brings us to the Mayor's 
Report.”  

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Stephens stated, “I want to thank you for paying attention to this evening. This Council 
meeting lasted a little bit longer than we thought it was when we drew up the agenda, but it was 
important for us to listen to our residents about something that affected the very way they enjoy the 
most important investment most Americans make - is their home. And I want to also recognize the fact 
that this evening a new Police Chief took an oath of office to serve us in this community. Annette 
Mecklenburg has worked for this community 24 ½ years and she will continue to serve us in the ultimate 
leadership role as a police officer and that is as Chief. Many folks don't want to take on additional 
responsibilities and I like to recognize her for taking on that responsibility tonight, but I'd also like to 
thank some of the gentleman who went before her - Chief Jeffrey Robertson and Chief Marty Lentz for 
the years of service they did because both of those men helped put her on the force and helped nurture 
her so that she could be the kind of person to serve us well today. So, that is it for this evening. We’ll 
conclude this meeting of Cleveland Heights City Council on Monday, February 1, 2016 at 8:47.” 
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